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I READERS 


3 Readers, NS ns _ - : 
[IS teh I [ball find a very diffe- 


3 


perhaps will blame me, that 
8 I trouble the World, with 4 
Book of Religion, when it is already full 0, 
more than it has digeſted, or than it will. 


rent reception with ou. Some 


Others TI hope will as much approve me, hat 


It conſecrate the firſt publick produttions EZ 


n Pen to God. Some will think me very 
Tate, and ſom very Auſtere and Me!anihot- 
ty, to have employ,d my ſelf this unfaſbiona- 
ble way; and others who are ſo juſt as to think 
I was well employed, yet hardly can for- 


give me, for Publiſhing he Private Ex- 


erciſes of my Retirement, ] foreſee what 
_ objettions the Knowledge of ſome Mex, 
the Ignorance of others, and the Malice 
many more is likely to make againſt me, 

at hie, that will pretend to give a reaſon 


For 
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5 or me that {ball ſatisfie them all under 
. b 1 deſpare 'of ever doi 8 for my 


felf. The firſt ſort, who quarrel at the 
Kal, may be pleaſed to tate 

t till we ſee the World more re- 

formed by what is dayly written to endea- 


Subject 4 © the 
a 


wotice 1 


vour it, than as yet it ig, we ſhall never 


allow their Exception, for a reaſon to ceaſe 
putting them in mind of their Duty. And 


thoſe who think theſe Sheets ought not to 
have been made publick, becauſe not writ- 
tex intentionally for that end, may find ex- 
cuſes in the Dedication, that are deſigned to 
ſerve turn. I ask the World but two fa- 
vours; which are, that if they do not read 
what I offer them, they will not raſhly ac- 
cuſe me of Cant and Hypocriſie, meerly be- 
cauſe they are told I write Religiouſly. 


And if they do think fit to peruſe it, that 
they will direct their Thoughts more ſeriouſly 
to get good by what they have before them. 
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Divine Subjects. 
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Pp The Choice. 


IS now high time, my Soul, 
to ſtate thy final reſolutions 
for Eternity, and to make 
up a juſt and even account 
with Almighty God. Come, retire into 

the inmoſt Cloſet of my Thoughts, and 
E. deliberate, and reſolve with a becoming 
| diligence, and ſuitably to the impor- 
tance of the thing. Leave me Oh, 
leave me, you intruding Vanities of this 
World: How long will ye blind my un- 
happy Eyes, and lull me aſleep in 4 
9 _ fatal 


- 


wk Ji The Chgice. e 
ö fatal Ignorance of my ſelf ? How long will 


per 

ye abuſe my Reaſon and my mind, by 30 

5 diverting them from the ſolemn buſi- the 
N neſs of Humane Life, to the trifling vain | fie 
11 impertinences of a Shadow, and the ha 
oe fond purſuance of a painted gaudy no- WW th 
IN thing? Leave me, Oh! every objeck WF re: 
| | that would diſturb my Meditations: | th 
1 Leave me, Ohl all ye troubleſome Com- co 
1 panions, my Joys, my Griefs, my Plea- m 


ſures, my Cares, my Fears, my Hopes, I I 
my worldly Projects and Deſigns: Leave th 


me, Oh thou worſt of Enemies ! »y om] ft 
corrupt deceitful Heart, that art ever flut- in 
tering, reſtleſs, and unquiet ; with- W 


draw thy ſuggeſtions, for this time is 1 
ſacred to a better employment. And P 
now, Oh ! my Soul, now think of what n 
thou haſt to do: Conſider, the time of | E 
Tauth and Firalth and Strength is now : r 
Death perhaps may overtake me on 
a ſudden, and tear from me all op- 
portunities of providing further for my 
ſelf; or at leſt, old age and weakneſs 
may overtake me; Infirmities may lay 
their ſmarting hands upon me; dim 
Bycs diſordered Faculties, cold frozen | 
100d and Spirits, ſhort Memory, and 
a;ſhorter Breath may render me, ere long, 
either unfit for thinting of my Duty, or | 
I | „ 


*. 
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affright thee. 


The Choice. 


performing it. Thou haſt ſeen, Oh! my 


Soul, the goodneſs of the living God, 
thou haſt taſted of his Juſt ice, art ſatis- 
fied of his Holineſs, Truth aud Parity, 


haſt had a thouſand inſtances before 
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thee of his Power and Majeſty, art allyaw 


red of his Omnipreſence, That he M “N 


thee and obſerves thee in thy darkett 
conceptions and operations; Tha H 
made thee ſomething out of noling 
That he gave thee a Law to obſerve in 
this World, which his Power and Ju- 
ftice will puniſh thee for not obey- 
ing, and which his Goodneſs and Truth 
will as ſurely reward the keeping of. 


Thou art convinced by the Courſe of 


Wyo - 


** | 


Providence, and reflections on thy own- 


nature, 'That there is a future ſtate of 
Happineſs or Miſery, attending as the 
reward or puniſhment of thy behavi- 
our here; and that this ſtate is Eter- 
aal, becauſe God is Infinite, and thou 
art Immortal. Thou haſt alſo on rhe 


other ſide ſome knowledge of the World, 


and art informed, either by Experience 


or Speculation, of the utmoſt pleaſures 


rt can promile to allure thee, and the 
worſt of Terrors it can threaten to 
'Thou haft obſerved the 
Splendor of a Coronet, and the Magnifi- 
4 . B 2 cence 


2 : N 
* 2 * . be 
i. Aft. Mt. 4. 
4 ws 4 
— — 


The Choice. 


cence of a glaring Title; but withall, 
the ſlippery fortunes of that ſtate, and 


how {ſurpriſingly Diſgrace and Con- 


| tempt have trod upon the heels of pom- 
pous Vanity. Thou haſt obſerved the 
plenty of a fluent Purſe, and the weight 


and trouble of it too. Thou haſt ſeen 


the Luxurious Epicure at his Table, in 


his Red, and in his Gardens, indulged 
and pamper'd with the ſpoils of all the 
rifled Elements, drown'd in Luſt and 
Wine, and big. with every worldly 
pleaſure, that a fruitful fancy can, fug- 


geſt, or a full Eſtate can purchaſe ; . 
But haſt thou not ſeen him too, in the 


racking tortures of the Gout? and in- 


numerable other painful Diſeaſes, that 


check the ſenſual madneſs of the Wretch, 
with remembrances of what he would 


fain forget, His own mortality, Thou 
haſt taken notice of the pleaſure of Learn- 


ing and Study; and withall of the lean- 


meſs, the Conſumptions, the Rheumatiſins 
that have attended a Sedentary Life, 


and the too cloſe applications of a Stu- 


dent; beſides the melancholy vanity of 
the Man, and the uncertaint) of his 


knowledge, which he has ſpent ſo many 


hours, and taken ſo much pains to get: 
Thou haſt obſerved the Soldier fight- 


ing 


Ihe Choice. 


ing for his Lawrels, but fighting 
to the Kees in Blood ; the Merchant, 
caſting up his computed Gains at 
home, while the Winds and Rocks are 
ſharing his expected Freight, and the 
Seas are {ſwallowing down. the foun- 
dation of all his hopes. We ſee ſome 
Men poor, and they ſtarve ; we ſee others 
Rich and they ſtarve too, either by Prodi- 
gality or Covetouſneſs. We lee a Man 
Fortunate in the World, but perhaps An- 
healthful and ſickly we ſee another ſtrong 
and healthy, but perhaps anfortunate, 
115 Chuſe therefore this day * Oh my, 
Soul, whom wilt thou ſerve? whether, 
God or the World? Thou ſeeſt what 
both can promiſe. On the part of \ Hea- 


ven, thou haſt the tender of Eternal 


Life, and many glorious advantages be- 
ſides, if thou Wilt but truſt God for 
them, who may well be truſted, ſince 
he loves us better than we love our ſelves. 
Moreover, the reaſon. of the thing der 
termines us that way: for ſhall we not 
ſerve that Power that made us, and 


EX EELS 


bellion. The world offers me H 
| + 


4: 


The Choice: ö 
Eſtate, Friends, Pleaſure, and Reputa- 
tion, and that's all it has to offer. Poor 
ſcanty Treaſure) a fund by no means ſuf- 
ficient to ſecure me from unhappineſs: 
How quickly and unexpeQedly I may 
fall into Contempt, Pain, Poverty,Sorrow, 
and Diſgrace, notwithſtanding all theſe 
gaudy promiſes, is viſible from the ex- 
ample of many thouſands before my 
Eyes. But ſuppoſe I could be aſſured 
of enjoying them uninterruptedly while 
I live ; yet Death will certainly give 
a final Period to Life and them to- 
gether, which no arts and no evaſions 
can prevent. If I chuſe the Paths of 
Religion, I ſhall die too; but I ſhall 
ſtill be happy. even after Death, nay, the 
completion and fullneſs of my Happi- 
neſs is never to be reap'd till then. 
Then all my Sorrows will end, with 
the laſt breath I draw in this infected 
air of Sin and Miſery, and a long, a 
. att eternity of Happineſs ſhall flow in 
31.9 upon my Soul, in full Tides of Securi- 
1 ty and Joy. But what can the world pro- 
i 5 poſe to me, when death has blocked u 
| all the avenues of temporal ſatisfacti- 
on? Has ſhe an Elyſium too to pro- 
mY. ._ miſe ? Oh no, that thought has made 
mau brains turn round. Methinks I fee |} 


The Choitre. | 
a terrible Precipice, and waves of burn- 
ing Braſs, aclouded diſmal Region, and 
the blazing horrors of Lightning; E 
hear the noiſe: of Thunders, and the 
beating of Impetuous billows agamnſt 
thoſe everlaſting Rocks; withr vollyes 
of hollow Groans and Shreiks, and the 
confuſed yellings of miſerable tormen- 
ted Souls. Oh what are all theſe de- 

ſigned for? For what but the eternal 
habit ation of the f Votaries of this Hetegt= 4 
ful world, the rebellious offenders of 7 
that God, who, with a gracious vio- 
lence; would ſnatch us from a portion 
in all theſe miferies. And is thus then, 
Oh treacherous and inhumane World, 
the end of alt that truſt their happi- 
neſs with you? What mèan you by 
the proffer of theſe trifling momentaty 
comforts, which are not only untertain 
here, but by a natural cohiequience | 
muſt determine in an endleſs Scene of 
Ages, devoted to the wildeſt. horrors of | 
miſery hereafter ? Yer think once more, 
Oh my | Soul 5 Strait * the gat Ex Ah 
narrow is the way that leadet li to cver- 
lafting life, and few there be that find it; 
on the contrary, the way is #70a4and 
 eaſie, that leads us on in the pleaſures of 
this world, and whatever be the end 
. 4 "i 
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of it, we are ſure of Company in our Jour- 
ney. The paths of Religion are thor- 
ny, rough, and troubleſome; we have 
ſinful habits to break, and Luſts and 
Paſſions to mortifie ; we have ſevere 
Duties to perform, and many, hard 
leſſons of hamility and ſelf-denyal to be 
throughly learn'd; we muft not in- 


dulge our Vanity, or our Pleaſure, 


but be frequently mufing upon Death, 
and draw our affections entirely off the 
World, and befides all this, be content 
to wait for an unſeen reward of all, 
in a World we cannot pry into, till we 
_ forever taken our farewell of 
This. ITS „ 1 
There are a thouſand diſcourage- 
ments in the ways of Piety ; we muſt 
be ever ready to ſuffer want, and per- 
ſecution, diſgrace, and torture, when 
God {hall pleaſe to put our fidelity to 
ſuch tryals ; in fine, we muſt expec# 
labour, and not eaſe, in every ſtage of 
our mortality. Whereas the paths of 
this world ſeem ſoft and ſmooth , look 
fair, and ſmell deliciouſly with Roſes, and 
are ſhaded with inviting groves 4 plea- 
fare ; are level, broad, and much fre- 
quented , and he that does as others do, 


and 


> »In 


when God determines to afflict him. 
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and ſtands fair to be efteemed.a wiſe and 
dent Man; need fear no Perſecution, 


or diſturbance, but breaths in a calm 


and comfortable Region while it laſts. 
But there's. ſtill a wide difference in the 
motives. of our choice betwixt Vice and 
Vertue. The Pious Religious Man, 


though he has a rough Way, he has '0 


contented mind, and the beſt of Bleſſings, 
4 friend, in the utmoſt of perfection, 
even God himſelf, to go to, in his 
worſt of troubles; and is {ure of an 
Eternal State of true Safety and Com- 
fort, when this World and Death have 
been as ſpiteful as they can, and made 
their laſt ineffeftual attempt to render 
him miſerable. If a wicked Manfall 


into trouble, he has none to help him, 


he is without God in the World, and 


is perpetually teaſed with the furies of 


a conſcious Mind: He knows his guilt 
and who. it is. that puniſhes him, and 
tho) he may find ſome to pie, cannot 
find any who has power to relieve, 
Nor is this all neither; he has a dread- 
ful after reckoning to pay, which all his 
Wealth will never make up, nor all 
his Intereſt diſcharge. If the Pious 


Man have Paſſions to ſubdue, and LAſts 


ae 
to conquer, and Duties to perform; all 
theſe are more than equalPd by the ter- 
rors of a ſtinging Conſcience in the o- 
ther, which his utmoſt art ſhall not be 
able to overcome, God has engaged 
his Grace to the Sincere Religious Man, 
which will either = him to ſubdue, or 
accept his ſincere endeavours to ſubdue 
thoſe infirmities Original 'Sin has tyed 
upon him. But who alaſs, can help a 
Man to ſtop the mouth of Conſcience ? 
However it may poſſibly be ſilenced for 
a time, it will return upon him with 
greater force, and give the impious 
wretch a foretaſt here, of what he is to 
expect hereafter. m_ : 
What then is the reſult of thy conſi- 
derations, Oh my Soul ? whom wilt 
thou follow ? which 'way wilt thou 
| take? with whom wilt thou truſt hy 
18 _ everlaſting expectations? Think and de- 
Fl termine. Wilt thou be, it may be mi- 
| 


ſerable here, and certainly glorious and 
1 happy forever in a future ſtate? or wilt 

1 thou be precarioully happy in this world, 
1 to be aſſured of eternal miſery in the nent? 
Lord, I will follow thee, whitherſo 
ever thou goeſt, what ever diſcourage- 

ments I meet within the ſervice of thee. ' 

Be thou my God, and I am well content 
| 7 = 


and Let neither Death nor Life, nor An- 
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Jeſus, give me thy promiſed lelf, and 
deal with me as ſeverely as thou pleaſ- 


| eſt, in the edjoyments of this World. 


Lord help me endure to the End, 
that T Any receive the Crown of Life; 1 


Rom- 8. 
gels, nor incipatities, nor ' powers, nor 33, 3 
things pre wt, nor things to come, nor 

heighth, nor depth, nor any other creature, 


be able to ſeparnte me from the love a God, 


| which 16 in 1 772 * Lord, 
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Of the fall of Man and his Redemption. 


4 


ITI O miſerable a thing, is it, Oh my 
Soul, to look back upon 4 loſt 
Innocence! Doſt thou not bluſh with 
Shame? Doſt thou not glow with An- 
ger and Reſentment? Does not Sorrow 
and Confuſion attend the melancholy 
view, whenever we caſt our eyes aſide 
upon that envyed ſtate of Adam, in his 
original Purity, and upon the fatal ruins 
of Ambition, in himſelf and his Poſte- 
_ rity? Vzthinking (and juſtly on that 
ſcore anfortunate) Adam; what was it, 
Oh what, that charm'd thy apprehen- 
ſions on the ſide of vanity, and for the 
fake of which, thou could'ſt give the 
Lye to Heaven, and thy own Nature, 
and be content to run all hazardsofthe 
wrath of an affronted Deity ? Thou 
wouldſt be as God, Vain Wretch, and 
= how could ſuch a thought bewitch thee ? 
8 YR If the dim ſparks of Reaſon, in thy de- 
=o generate Progeny, inform them, that the 
1 Divine Mature is but One, his Eſſencde 
=_ . 5 | a nd 
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and his Power Incommunicable, his Know- 


* much more would thatIlluſtrious noon of 
| Reaſon before the fall inculcate, that 
Aßpiring was the way to ruin, not exalt/ 
ion. thee; That the Creature could not equal 
I Iis Creator, nor Man, with the feeble: 
my powers of nature and of Time, diſ- 
boſt pute the Soveraignty with God, in the 
vith | midſt of his Eßential Glories, and the 
An- ene of an abſolute Eternity. Wouldſt 
row Thou know as God, who art but of ye- 
10ly ſterday, and it ſeems haſt of yet learn d 
ſide thy ſelf ? wouldſt Thou, who art but 
| his animated Duſt and poliſh'd Earth, of 
uins a few days antiquity, jpreſume to with 
ſſte- to be as Wiſe and Knowing, as the 
that Power that gave thee birth? To turn 
Sit, over the Iron leaves of Fate, and ſearch 
1en- into the everlaſting - archives of the 
the Court of Heaven, and view the moti- 
the ons of every wheel in Nature? What 
ure, didſt thou attain by that bold Eſſ: ay to- 
the ward Divinity? Oh that thou couldſt 
hou be ſafely and ingenuouſh ſilent to this que- 
and ſtion. Thou haſt not only miſſed thy 
ee? aim, but ſullyed thy own native Glories; 
de- not only met with diſappointment, but 
the deſtruction; and ſeeking to be ſtill more 
nce Happy, and more Wise, became egre- 
and e > Jious- 


ledge Infinite, and his whole ſelf Erernal: 
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Of the Tal of day, 


giouſſy 1 gubr ant, and Miſerable with an D 
Emphaſis. What a train of wretched m 
— attended the defeat of thy 
_— Wiſhes and Deſigns ! Thou | 
waſt in. a great meaſure Wie till ambi- 
tion made 4 fool of thee, and inftead of 
performing duly what it promiſed, 
made no other accefſion to thy know- 
ledge, but that #zhappy one of knowing 
Mitery and Sin, the Senſe. of what thou 
haſt foolifhly bft, and the ſtinging Con- 
ſcience of What thou haſt rebelliouſiy done. 
Thou kzoweft.-rore indeed, but not the 
Secrets of the Divine Majeſty, but hzs 
wrath,” Thou nou- knoweft what it is to 
be Guilty and Condemned: Thou art ſen- 
| ſible what it is, to have thy judgment 
blinded, thy kzowledge contracted, thy 
defires and mill corrupted, thy fecalrres 
depraved, thy body; infirm: and mortal, 
the powers of. th. Saul ; in profeſſed Re- 
bellion againſt the authority of thy Rea- 
for ; and in fine, Thou Jol now fatally 
underſtand wha Difeaſes, Misfortunes, 
and Sin, and Puniſhment are; what it 
is to be expos'd to the {mart 'of Griefs, 
of Troubles, of a reflecting guilty Mind; 
and a thouſand undeſirable. accidents 1 in 
Life; what it is to be | expoſed to the 
fury of the — of * and what 
Deſpair 
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ment mean. T heſe, theſe are the nig hry 


acquiſit ions of thy. wiſdom; Theſe are the 


reward of thy preſumptuous hopes. 


Oh vretched, Oh unhappy Creature, 


vas it worth the hazard of all this, to 


attempt that vaſt unweildy Enterprize? 
Yet had the miſchiefs of the Fall touch 


ed only the unfortunate firſt couple whom 


it touched 2mmediately, thou mightſt 
alone have lamented thy own rebelli- 


on, and rol/Pd thy ſelf in the ſucceſs of 


thy own mighty triumphs: but all thy 
future miſerable race were involved in 


the High-treaſon of their Original Pa- 
rent, 
thee; and by, my | 


from their Innocence with 
guilt it happens to 
them, that to be born is Sin, to die is mi- 
ſery, and to live is both. Oh bleſſed Jeſus, 
in this Labyrinth of ſufferings were we 


all engaged, when out of thy boundleſs 


Love to mankind, thou didſt leave thy 
Fathers Throne, and iſſue from the 3 


of the eternal Palace of thy Glory » thou | 


didſt bow. the Heavens and come. down, and 
the admiring Angels ſtood in Extacy 
and Surprize, to ſee the wonders of thy 
Mercy. Thou didſt aſſume an humane 


Body, and acceptedſt of a place in the mi- 


ſerable line of Adam, to recover the 
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bruiſes of their fall, to rectiſie their mi- 
ſtaken Devotion, and. introduce a new 
1 and perfecter morality, to ſet them a 
ik bright example of Religion, and. trace 
nl them ont the way to Heaven; and finally, 
by thy inexpreſſible ſufferings for our Wh 
{18 ſakes, to atone for the ſins of the whole 
#3: World, and reconcile us to our offend- 
#! ed Judge, on the conditions of Faith, 
| 1.8 Repentance, and a new Life. Thou 
N didſt die, and waſt baryd, to fave us; 
11 didſt riſe again, to confirm our Faith; and 
W431 aſcendedſt into Heaven to ſecure our inte- 
| reſt there; by a powerful and com- 
= paſſionate interceſſion for us. Learn , 
ö 1 N . Oh my Soul, to love the bleſſed Jeſus, 6 
14 for theſe great expreſſions of his Fa- 
1 vour; and to hate thoſe Sins, that 
114 crown'd his head with thorns, that pier- 
7 2. ced his hands and feet and ſide ; that 
2 3B colt him his moſt precious blood, and 
us our native innocence : Oh why doſt 
thou not move with exultation towards 
the Lord of Glory? Why art thou not 
all on fire with 4 generous cleteſtatiou of | 
fin ? Why doſt thou not bluſh wi 
Shame and Sorrow, to view thoſe deep 
Rains of Iniquity, which nothing could 
waſh out but the ineſtimable blood of | 
Jeſus? I do, my Deareit Lord, I ws 
and 
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new : 
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trace 
nally, 


our 


vhole 


tend- 


faith, | 
Thou 


2 US, ; 
3 and 
inte- 
com- 


d from this moment I renounce my 
ain, my proud, my ignorant, ambitious 
bd angrateful ſelf. I throw my {elf at 
thy feet, and adore thy infinite mercy ; 
Dh give me ſuch an intereſt in it, that 
Thoſe remaining eſects of my ſins, which 
dy a natural and common neceffity I 
uſt undergo, ( miſeries in the cant inu- 
nce of this Life, and Death in the con- 
luſian of it) may not be able to cut off, 
my future claims of Happineſs and Glory, 
in that Scene of eſſential brightneſs 
hich is at thy right hand for ever; 
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The World has got à notion, 
1 however they came by it, chav ii 
Keligion 4s ſomething of that Ser vil ns. 
ture, as is utturly unbecoming a mati of 
Spirit, and a Gent leman.T rue indeed, Reli- 
ion is terrible to its Enemies, but tis 
— they know it not. To its own 
Votaries it is a harmleſs Lambent Fire, 
a Shining but not a Scorching Flame: 
The Prophane Atheiſt has all the pre- 
ſent reaſon imaginable, to dread 
the thoughts of true Piety, becauſe 
he cannot behold that melancholy prd- 
ſpect, that thro? the optics of Religion, 
appears to him beyond Time, and the 
Grave, without very ſtartling apprehen- | 
ſions of his portion there. He chaſes to be 
blind to what he dares not ſee; and is 
Xery likely to be angry at the Glaſſes 
that ſhow him his own frightfull ſelf. 
Oh ! how he dreads the terror of too 
quick 
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quick an Eye, an a too ſearching 
Thought! This is his Eternal Quarrel 
Wo the practice of Chriſtian Piety; It 
B on him to what of all things he 
Wnoſt hates, Conſideration; and to know 
hat of all things he moſt deſires to | 
He ignorant of, Himſelf. Tis the plain 
Wealing of Religion frights him: He 
Ws a ſlave, a miſerable wretched ſlave to 
Wis own Vices,, and when they ſhake 
©: iis Chain, he dares _ much as think 
liberty; he is bore down by groſs 
affections, and an ignoble ſpirit, and 
Hares not know himſelf in an error, be- 
Cauſe he dares not think of correcting it. 


* Ni 


i He looks upon Religion as the Forge 
7 1 df the Cyclops, where all thoſe terri- 
5 0 — ble thunderbolts of Heaven, the arrows 


F tormenting conſciences are framed; It 


dread gives birth to thoughts that wound 


wm him to the quick. He wiſhes that his 
4 Pro- WWfoul were mortal, 4 periſhable mould 
M che Duſt and Aſhes, and not liable to any 
1 5 future accounts for Good or Evil: He 
. 2 Vibes and would fain believe it; But Reli- 
" 4 oon gives him the Lye, and, without 
aſſes Wcremony, not only tells him, there is 
2 ce tate of Rewards and Puniſhmentsto 
5 come, but ſhows him his own part in them 
en ſo ſmartly, that it galls the uneaſie 
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| The Stings of ſecret guilt made him ſhy 


creature beyond the power of forgive- 
neſs, or —_ title to his good 


for ever. But a Good - man views Re- 
ligion with a bold and chearful air; 4 
He has already paſſed the novitiate of 
Piety, and the ſeverities of his probation ip" 
fate: He finds it only terrible at firſt, . 
till it have taught him to mend thoſe |F*- 
errors in his Life, that made it ſo. Hell ſe 
finds, that the foundation of all his“ 
prejudices was in his own ill conduct, 
and not in the nature of religion, and 
3s at length ſenſible that the O ject was 
not frightful, but his view too tranſient. or 


of looking fixedly and well into anything. 
that would beſo free as to call him guiltꝭ. 
The Statute-book is not a more unplea- 
Fant fight to a conſcious Felon in the 
Gaol, than the Bible, that great regiſter 
of holy precepts, to a wretch engaged 
in the intereſts of Sin and Miſery, Now 
tell me, Oh my ſoul, what is there] 
of meanneſs and teu? in Religion? 
Nay, which is the more mean and ſer- 
vile Creature of the two, the Pious 
Man that makes conſcience of his Duty, X 
or the wicled one that isa Captive /lave 
o his Luſts and Vices? If nature have 
changed her courſe, or things their na- 


ture 


12 
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orgive- ure, and to be free from the tyranny = 
opinion If ſin is Slzvery, or to be a Slave 10 4 
Ws Re- MV 15 freedom, and a part of the Envy Y- 3 
ul air; WW Character of a Gentleman; then 
itiare of M deed I muſt needs be ſilent, and 
robation Five up a cauſe that cannot be gnin- 
at firſt, ained Without a contradiction, but as 
d thoſs he caſe ſtands now, it cannot be op- 

. Hel without a Greater. Is it meag- 
all hisMpririted to obey and love the Eternal 
ndudQ, Noveraign of the World, in whom we 
n, and e and move, and have our Being? 

d ſubmit to his Decrees with patience, 


e | 

i — nd acknowledge his authority without 
im ſhy eſerve ? No, Dull unthinking World, 
wthing ou've taken falſe meaſures of mora- 
n guilty. ty. What can better become 4 Woble 
unplea- 4 a Gallant Soul, than gratitude to the 
in the eſt of Benefactors? And what more 
regiſter uitable to the Character of a Gentleman 


han patience in bearing, and wiſdom 
1 not murmuring at afflictions he can- 
Wot help? And what more com menda- 
le in the Haveſt ſpirit, than to ſacri- 
Nee his private Enmities, Eaſe, and 
leaſures, to the Glory, the Com- 
Hands, and intereſts of his Prince? 
Net this comprehends all you find fault 
Pitch in Religion. Obedience and I. ve 
6 Goa is no more than what N 
3 1 


agaged | 
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him in point of Grat itude and Honour. He 
is our Soveraign and we obey his Or- 
ders; our friend, and we acknowledge 
his Kindneſs; He gave us our lives, 
and why ſhould we not ſubmit them 
to him? He has power to diſpoſe of us 
by force, and what has any man ever 
got by reſiſting and ſtrugling with his De- 
crees ? As he is our Maſter, we are ob- 
liged to promote his Intereſt ; as he 
1S0ur Benefactor we are obliged to great re- 
turns of Duty. Now where's the {ervilityi 
of all this? For ſhame retract your 
charge, you Giddy Atheiſts ; The mean- 
weſs of ſpirit you accuſe lies at your on 
Door; If it be meanneſs to be a voluntary 
Slave to the moſt Tyrannic Paſſions} 
and Appetites; and if ingratitude to the 
beſt” of Friends, or Rebellion againſt 
the mildeſt Goyernour, be Meanneſs i 
and I think no Generous ſpirit but will 
readily determine them ſo tobe. I will 
not therefore be frighted from a Piousf 
courſe, by the obloquy of a wicked} 
World: Let them load religion as they 
_ Pleaſe with ſcandal and reproaches, I 
am throughly fatisfied, that *tis their 
Toner ance and malice gives the character, 1 
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14 the Nature of the Soul, 0 its condi- 


tion gfter Death. 


Etire into th ſelf, h my Soul, 
reflect on thy own. Fs and 
nature; be wiſe 4g wean thy {elf from 


doting on this periſhin ; carcaſe, that 
when 4 fatal weceſſity 1] WAY? you, the 
blow of ſeparation may fall ſfter, and 


ſtrike leſs ſenſibly. To _ purpoſe 
my inconſiderate Soul, to what purpoſe, 
wouldſt thou adorn and beautifie this 
mortal Habitation? Why all this p painting 
on it's Walls, and gildin ines ow? 
rets? This charge in furniture, and 

| this oſtentatious front? Thy Palace is 
founded on the Sand, and will, moſt 
certainly fall before the beating ſtorms 
of Death ; 'The Winds and, rain will 
level it with the daft, and it concerns 
thee to be careful thou beeſt not buryed 
in its ruius. N OW. turn 1 thoughts 
upon thy own, exce ou art 


0 4 of . 48 God, and the fa- 


vorite 


24 | Of the nature of the ſoul, © 
vorite draught of his Divinity; the 
immediate object of his Love and Mer- Wn 
cy; and for thy fake, he debaſed him-' Wi: 
ſelf to an humane form. Thou art 
incorruptible in thy ſubſtance, and im- 
mortal in thy nature, art born to 
higher things and nobler expectations 
than this Earth can give thee. From 

Heaven thou art derived, and to the 
Enjoyment of its Glories art deſigned, 
if thou doſt not balk thy own advance- 

ment, by ſtooping to the meaner Embraces 
of Corruption and mortality. Thou 
hadſt 4 beginning, but ſhalt have zo 
End. Thou art here in the body on 
thy r behaviour, and ſhalt be 
Hereafter unconceivably happy, if thy 
fooliſh affection 70 this world do not ruin | 

thee for ever in the next. Be juſt to 

thy own Divine Original, and con- 

deſcend not to be raviſhed with the 

pleaſures of this Life; but look up to 

Heaven, - and thou ſhalt there diſcern 

the glorified Jeſus, in the midſt of all 

; the pomp and ſplendor of his Kingdom, 
; and the triumphs of his victory over 
| Death and fin; Thou ſhalt ſee him 
with open arms addreſſimg thee from his 
throne, and ſuing for thy Love, 4 
Noble match, my Soul ; and as much 
iy e above 
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above thy proudeſt merit, as the world 
und all its promiſes were below thy - 
W:4/i:y., Be wiſe then in time, and 
withdraw thy ſelf by Thought and Me- 
Witation, from the Enchantments of 
Wcarnal Luſts and Appetites. For when 
Wthou comeſt to launch into the bound- 
Wleſs Ocean of a future ſtate, the pleaſure 
which they yeilded will all vaniſh, as 
if it had never been, but the guilt of 
them will cleave inſeparably to thee, 
and fink thee down into the bottom of 
Eternal miſery. Conſider, Oh my 
Soul, how ſad a parting it will be, when 

thou ſhalt. ſet ont from Earth to Hell ; 


prizing apprehenſions, what ſtartling 
and amazing thoughts thou needs mult 
have, when thy body, ſo pamper'd now 
and doted on, ſhall roll and toſs it 
ſelf about in the pains of a Diſtemper, 
which within a few hours is certain 
to tranſlate thee from IJime into Eter- 
nity: When thou ſhalt ſee thy Friends 
| all weeping round thee; the Doctors 
reſigning thy Body to the mercy of 
God, as hopeleſs of any other means, 
to retrieve it from the neceſſity cf dy- 


4 | diltemper'd pulſe, ſhall give thee —_— 
| — 


what terrible reflections, what ſur- 


5 ing; when its paleneſs, chillneſs, and 
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of thy approaching final change; When 
thy +, ama and all thy 
ſeemingly forgotten ſins ſhall preſent 
themſelves in order before thee, Not 
to pleaſe, to flatter, and delight but ta 
terrifie, accuſe, and condemu thee ; When 
this World ſhall be as it were behind 
thy back, and Eternity ſhall croud on to 
meet thee in the face. Be wile, Oh my 
Soul, and take a proſpect of thy lat- 
ter End, while it may yet be at ſome iſ 
diſtance from thee, Be pre pared a- 
gainſt the terrors of that ſurprizing 
Scene, and do nothing here, which thou 
_ be afraid or aſham'd to om heres» 
ter. | | 


f Preſumption. 


ut ta | 

When 6 

Dh my  ? Is a fatal and prevailing error in 
y lat- Wi the World, to preſume too 
ſome u 


much upon God's Goodneſe, without en- 


ed a- couragement from his nature and our 


— omn circumſtances ſo to do. God is in- 
thou 


finite) Good, *tis true, but after ſuch 
a manner, as he is finitely powerful ; 
1, e. Where it contradicts not ſome 
other Attribute, as eſſential to him. 
He can do all thizgs, but he cannot Sin. 
So he is infinitely Good, but he is Juſt 
= too. Were he this without that, he 
I vVere a rigid ſevere hard-hearted Be- 
ing, clad all in flames and thunder, 
and unapproachable, but with deadly 

paleneſs, with trembling and confuſion. 

Were he Good, without his Juſtice 

and Holyneſs, he were (with reverence 

be it ſpoke) as much too eaſie and 
ſeoſt a being, and Men would rather 
D. 8 oeſpiſe than worſbip him. Therefore 
ſuch is the agrecablgneſs of his attri- 
hag * 
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butes, that there can be no diſcord or 
faction among them, for that would 
tend to deſtroy them, and conſequently 
God himſelf would be mortal, fince 
of them his very Eſſence conſiſts. We 
have all offended God by ſin, and 


therefore ſatisfaction muſt be made to 


his Juſtice: Man the offender was ut- 


terly unable to atone for his own crime; 


and therefore upon a ſolemn confe- 


rence betwixt the Juſtice and the Mer 


cy of God, it was reſolved, that Jeſus 
the Son of God, ſhould deſcend from 
Heaven, and cloth a Humane Soul with 
a Humane body upon Earth, and there 
ſuffer hirfſelf to be made the expiato 

Sacrifice for the Sins of Mankind. 
Hereby Juſtice was ſatisfied, for without 


ſhedding 7 Blood there is no remiſſion of 
hereby mercy was fhow'd to 


Sin; an 
a miſerable condemned world, in that 
God himſelf would ſuffer to ſatisfie his 
own Juſtice, rather than it ſhould pop 
upon the eternal ruin of Mankind, 


All that remains on Man's part, to 


compleat this work of redemption, 
is but to accept the terms of it ſincerely, 
and by a due and practical repentance 


to diſavow the ſins of his whole Life 


and live to God all the — 
O 
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of his days. Repentance and a hol 
Life are required, as acts, which mu 
give us a title to the benefits of the me- 
tits and death of Jeſus Chriſt, which of 
his infinite goodneſs he has appoint- 
ed and accepted as full ſatisfaction. 
= It's very common among men to 
* preſume upon their title to future hap- 
» pineſs, with the thought, that God is 
= 200d, and did not make them to damn em; 
= they've done uo body any harm, and hope 
to be ſaved as well as another, Stupid 
Wretches! who gave them authority 
to bar God from his Juſtice , while they 
compliment him with his »ercy? Who 
is it that has made them fo fatally nice 
to cheat themſelves, and ſo very curi- 
= ous to be undone ? Through what 
ſtrange Telleſcopes do they make theſe 
| wonderful diſcoveries in the nature of 
God, which neither Rezſon nor Reve- 
lation could preſent us with before? 
that he will accept Sinners on any terms, 
rather than let them ruin themſelves;that 
he holds no Thunder in his hand, nor 
= Terrors in his Juſtice, but that he is 
== wholly made up of Goodneſs and Conde. 
Fention; and therefore will not inſiſt 
on thoſe ſtrict conditions, Repertance 
and 4 holy Life, which yet, in his own 
ED expreſs 
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OO Preſumption- 
expreſs word; he has over and over 
declared he will never depart” from. 
God is not a Man that he ſhould Lye. Q 
God teach me ſo to revere thy Juſtice, 
that T may dread to fin againſt thee; 
and ſo to adore thy mercy, that it may 
lead me to Repentance. But deliver 
me ever from Preſumptuous (ins: Let 
me not deſpair by thy terrors, but 


diſarm them by true, Piety: Let me 


not preſume upon thy Goodneſs, but 


rather be invited by it to hate = Sins, 


which would (as it were ) Front it, 
to try how much it mill bear. Lord, keep 
me from all ſuch falſe notions of thee, 
as may either tempt me to ſin, or fright 
me from my Duty. ed Ol 


— 


** 


b. V 
Of Solitude. 


| to be alone, and though he fears 
not God, he trembles at himſelf. Con- 


part of Heaven, and ſpares neither 
| Whips nor Scorpions to drive the A- 
theiſt to his Reaſon. If he chance to 
be one hour with himſelf, it flies in 


«47 * 


[5 ro Thint, ard is a mo pſſionito 
deſirer of m Company, but his own. 
A miſetable condition indeed, to be 


fand lewdneſs; hates nothing ſo much 


carry his Tormentor always about with 


Ws ever afraid of Solitude, and ſometimes 
E D. it. He finds therein a delicious 
entertainment, from a near and cloſe 


# 
05 
* 


X Wicked Man is ever unwilling 


his face, and tells him roundly, there 
14 God. On this account, he dares 
not break his accuſtom'd circle of ſleep 


iim. Now a truely Pious Chriſtian 
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ſcience is a perpetual ſolicitor on the 


Echained to his mortal Enemy, and 


communion with his God, and the re- 
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with the Divine, Love, and conſiderati- 
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flections of an honeſt heart. No Com: 
pany or Diverſions are half ſo pleaſing, 
as, one quarter of an hours converſe 


on on his Intereſt in the happineſs of 


another World. He can chearfully 
look up to the clouds, as the coaſts of 


his own Eternal Dominions, Where 


he ſhall liye and reign for ever, at the 
right hand of God. He knows it to 
be the Palace of his Fache but ſoit is 
of his Saviour too, and being aſſured of 
mercy, he can without terror view the 


hall of Jaſtice. He can think of the i 
great Day of Judgment, with all the iſ 


Joy and Satisfaction of a longing Mind 
or he is provided of a powerful frie 
in the Court, who. will ſee that he be 


| bonourably acquitted. He: can reflect 


with comfort. on his own future diſſo- 
lution, and .can meet. the King of ter- 
rors, at the head of all his meagre army 
of Pains, of Tortures, and Diſeaſes, 
with no more than the Conſtancy of « 
ſingle mind, and the aſſurance of a better 
life hereafter, when Death and the 


World have done the very worſt they 
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Can. Theſe are the thoughts that = 


ſweeten Solitude to the Devout and 


Pjous ; and he is never ſo well pleaſed,] 
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$ when the impertinent troubleſome J 
World will give him leave to retire into 1 
mſelf, and. regale his mind with ſo 3 
fſirable an Entertainment. But how 
eaſie is the Debauchee, When Solitude 
Ws him to acconnt for what was done ny 
Wd ſaid in Company? When the Ball's 
nded, the Muſick done, the Bottle 
Wnptyed, the. Company broke up, 
7 7 fling. about upon | his bed, re tleſs, 
Ind unable to ſleep. What thinks he 
Wen ? The terrors of the night affright 
im, and the Darkneſs all around, with 
Ihe importunate Severity of Conſcience 
ithin, preſents him with an Image of 
Wis future State. His lazy hours are 
Hell to him, and his own thoughts 
Ire ſo many Racks and Furies, that 
ting him with the remembrance of 
what he would gladly forget, and 
convince him of truths that he would 
ain Dem. The ſubtilties, by which 
We would banter himſelf and o- 
Whers out of the belief of a God, do 
Al vaniſh with the Light and the 
ompany they were bred in. Ask him 
now what he thinks of Heaven and 
Hell; He certainly wiſhes there Was 
fed. either, but he begins to fear there is 
a ,, - both 


at the 
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- $6, He'<aritidt think of Death With 
3 on a Cod Sweat, - and-vety p if 
> py” wary wht ſhall become of th 1 2 
tt printip ol 
when 115 ba ſhell return-to Duſt a # 
* periſh in Corruption. He cannot bu | 
| read looking over the Battlements q 
Time into Eternity, and his head turn 
round with e $' of U Hi 
m eap. * 
* for get, or dem, Of any "Thing J 
to eaſe him; = when it Will mtruff 
into his mind, he catmot think of 
without the ütmoſt afffrightment ; "av 
to be free from theſe unjlezfant med Fo 
rations, (as the Mariners in the As} 
e he earneſtly and with impattence wil 
for the Day. Oh, my Soul, how uni 
*rafie is the Life of this Nan and ant 
rhe other fide,” how agrecable and hap 
py is that ſerene Mind, chat can voi 
verſe familiarly with its in- moſt ol 
and | with all thoſe ohjects that a 
woſt terrible to the greateft part df 
Mankind! How fac is it. tbt a Man to! 1 
afraid even of his _ ſhatow, and 


| to revenge the ln Qrurrel on Hin ; 
% by that be 1 80 om 
a 


of Diſcourſe and ww; ine, an A; _ 1 
leave 
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„% bim! Lord, vouchſaſe to make 
e ruh Religious, that I may truly 
tee; and make me ſo to fear 
„, chat 1 may not tremble at my 
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s 2 dangerous error in the con- 
un out too freely in the fore- thought 
f Pleaſures we are not yet aſſured of 
ions. Many things may happen 
ind hap all ſtrange, amidſt ſo many examples 
can conf temporal uncertainty, with which 
wot ſe every hour preſents us, to find a thou- 
Aland diſappointments ready to cutt us 
Wort in our hopes, our withes, and 

0 eſigns, and give us our turn of infe- 
w, Au icit, as well as other people. I have 


of mind they 
aietie have to go, were never 10 well fa- 


owa forme make great account of 

e pleaſure of ſuch a Jourrey they 

aft tisfied as when they tall'd of it, and 
ef D2 were 


| Humane Expectationc. ; 'Y 


were always counting weeks, and 
days, till the wiſhed for time of under. 
taking it; When all of a ſudden-anfi 
unlooł d for accident intervenes, and puts 
an end to what they expected, with 
ſuch a Childiſb, and imprudent Earneſt 
eſs, A blaſt of ill Weather, a fit off 
Sickneſs, and à vaſt variety there is of 
other croſs Circumſtances, to which 
our worldly, hopes are ever SubjeQ, 
Oh my God, there is no Enjoyment, i 
no fixt, no ſure Enjoyment, but in thee NO 
The Diverſions of this world are, like 
its ſelf and all thin | in it, guncer tain, | 
vain, and empty; and as at longeſt, they 
are but ſhort, ſo at the ſureſt, they 

are but ſlippery, Ts What We think off 
with moſt delight, is often the firſt tog 
deceive. us, and we have leaſt ſecurity 
of what we moſt value. O God, I fee 
thy all-wiſe- Providence in this. Is it 
not thus ordered, on purpoſe to 
keep the world and our hearts at a con- 
denient diſtance: from each other? It is 
not to wean our affections from Earth, 
with all its groſſer charms, and pro- 
miſes, and fix them upon the glorious 
rewards which Heaven hath laid up Wi 
for the perſevering Chriſtian, in a Res 
gion where there is uo treachery, deceit, i 


under. diſappoint mont? Is it not toſhew us 1 


den au at the Eye of Senſe is frequently miſ- 


ad put ken, or malicious, in the Idea it 
„ With ves us of Men and things; draws us 
Earneſt.. i cures, which apear not well bt a2 
a fit of Vance, and either cannot truly repreſent 
re is offings, becauſe it is itsſelf deceived; 
Which will not, becauſe corrupt nature is e- 
Subje&, Mer pleaſed with a fine agreeable draught, A 
»y ment, o it be anlite? Is it not, Oh my. J 
in thts od, to invite us to view our future / 
re, like appineſs through the optics of Faith, 
certain d look for aſſurance where only it 
, they n be found? To teach us to {light this 
„they ſingenuous World, and neither be 
ink: r rprized nor troubled. at it's unſteady 
firſt to realings, ſince our own experience is 
ſecurity MM ſufficient warning to us, that we can 
d, I ſee pe or deſign nothing on this fide 
Is it ternity, which we may not be diſap- 


dinted of? My Soul, truſt thou in 
od, for he is the Rock of Ages, the 
e foundation of true and genuine Hap- 


oſe to 
t a con-. 
2 It is 


Earth, {nels Be not over eager of what tion I 
d pro- Inſt not be ſure; for both Chriltiani- ©. . 
lorious and Reaſon pronounce him a fool, 4 
aid up at is ſo. Haſt thou any proſpect af — 
1 2 Res diſtant pleaſure, ſo expect itias if thou | I 
deceit, Wert never to enjoy it, that if it ſhould 8 

or 


„ thee, it may howeyer want the 
* D 3 power 


The ae State of th be 


power to grieve: thee. Traft t lan 1 
God, Oh my Soul, for he is oy health 


thy Countenance and thy God. i 
MED. VII a 

. The different State of the Ri hreous 1 il 
the N. icked, a 1 8 


He Heathens were very apt i 
} ſtagger in the belief of a 
| pream diſpoſing Providence, whe 
they obſerved that good and pious Mie 
or thoſe at leaſt who were 7 efteewd i 

mong them, tell frequenth into 
ſeries of i fortune, while others, wi 
_ neglected their hol Altars, and hu 
a name for Atheiſm, lived at «ab, & 
well, and had little or nothing: to & 4 
ſturb them. Nay David himſelf, v 
* Kei piritual matters) was wiſer thu 
A ig F AlltheHeathea world together,ſftumblei 
for a while at this rock of offence ; ill 1 
15 of God, Nr _ A 
1pirit expat my | ; 3 
him, and 1 him in the cauſ 
and end of all. all. Indeed, to chef 
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© Righteaps and the Wicked. 


light views of Reaſon, it hangs but od- 
together, Airy there 208 pid 850 Se- 
Wn Eternal power, the 6: 
ler of humane Fates and N 
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hat in 
health of 


f our Reings, the Object and, Author 
f our Nelgdda; While at the ſame 
ime, thoſe Men, eb e aaore and 
rue him moſt, in the war his own 
ſtitution, are dayly ——_ ro affliia 
ns, and left to the merey 9 of their i SY 
us ils Creatures, are hated, deſpiſed, 
rfecuted, have Diſeaſes, Priſons, 
at, Racks, Deaths and Sor⸗ 
0 — fer their Portion: and others, wha. 
inc 8 al neglect Gol, 
vile his ad 5 1 W 
— yp are 5 in troub 
ke I mon; their eyes 2 — aut pas fats „ 


ers, WI 
1d h e haue more than heart can wiſh; 12 
2 ; bs proſper in the werld, and ingreaſe is 
 Rzches ; there is us bands in their de. 


m i theix ſtrength is firm. This apps 
— upon a tranſjept canlideration 5 
et whoever takes pains ta look dee 
oF" than the atſides of things will 05 
It che Juſtice of God js not 0 
| 1 mpeached , nor his concern for h 
u eople ad be called in queſtion ga hy : 
cum. The proſperous wicked Man, 
oh 1 like 


wham we awn for the Taue ow 


> 73+ 5. 
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40 be different Statt of the" © 

like the Prodigal in the Goſpel, tay 
bus portion in hand; he has his Heaven 

in this Life, tis all he muſt expect. 


Ges. 55. With the Children of the concubiner, hel 
4. muſt be content with what is given himM v 


in this World, and let him make hisffi 
beſt of it; Theſe preſent temporal gifts 
are to ſtrike him out of all future claims, 
He has no part in Heavey, and therefore 
has his ſhare on Earth. Indeed heis 
not capable of a more refined happinekſfi 
than that of this mortal life - His de- 
fires, his Will, and Inclinations are 
averſe to the nature of thoſe rewards 
the Pious expect after Death; fo thai 
there is a natural impoſſibility he ſhould 
be any where happy but here ; and there 
fore the mercy of God allows him this 
ſmall pittanee of Felicity; andthe poor 
mean ſpirited , unthinking Creature is 
very well content with his. Portion; 
Fe as little envies the Good Man's futurtl 
expectations, as the Gd Man ( when 
he throughly underſtands the caſe)f8 
does Hes preſent Enjoyments. On the 
other fide, the Righteous have anf 
Eſtate in Reverſion; they are the 
Children of the Kingdom and muſt 
wait for their Inheritance. Tho they 

be afflicted for a time in #his world, they 

| ate 


. K 


», + Vv 


LD 3 
Heaven 
expect. 
ines, he 
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ral gifts 
Claims, 
herefore 
ed heis 
appinek} 
His de-. 
ons are 
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s futurtl 
( when 
5 caſe) 
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Ire thei 
d muff 
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by God for a time of tryal of their 

Faith and Conſtancy, to diſcover upon 
what principles they act, and to -ob+ 
ſerve how they behave themſelves. 

The Chriſtian ' Philoſopher knows not 
whether his rebellious, ſinful paſſions be 
ſufficiently ſubdued, or not, till adverſity in 
form him of the Progreſs his endeavours 
have made in Vertue aud the Conqueſt of 


| himſelf. So that. it is neceſſary to his 
Religion, however contrary to his Eaſe. 
Nor will he murmur, if, with an eye 
of Faith, he look beyond a few years 


of Mortality, to that glorious place, 


where Time - ſhall be loſt in Eterna! 


Duration, and ſorrows ſhattbe-drown'd 


in everlaſting Happineſs. This is His, 


beyond the danger of /oſing, and rhe 


fear of ending: And therefore he may 
well forbear to Envy the preſent fad- 
ing comforts of the Wicked, who live 
and enjoy the world, only to fill ap the 


ſelves for never dying torments in a 


future ſtate. The Difference then, Oh 


my Soul, is this; the wicked Man rolls 


himſelfs in pleaſures, and fares delici- 
ly every. day, for it may hethreeſcore 


years 


FLY 


meaſure of their ſins, and ripen-them- 
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are ſure of 2 glorious recompence inthe 
nent. This mortal life is mark*d out 
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years or more, lives all this time in Ea 
long account to make, which he. cans! 
not diſcharge in Millions of Ages, and 
muſt ſuffer inexpreſſible torments, till 
he does, The Religious good 8 
perhaps extreamly miſerable all his life, 
at leaſt, according to the notion of the 
world; Poor, Deſpiſed, Afflicted brok- 
en with Cares and Age, Diſeaſes and 
Misfortunes, betrayed by his — 
erſecuted by his Enemies, and hated: 
— allmen ; Yet when he dies, that very 
minute that parts his Soul and Body, 
bids a final defiance to hisGriefs and Trou- 
bles, and once for all, puts him in 
poſſeſſion of the joy of his Lord, which 
ſhall never have an End. The Wick. 
ed Man is happy here, and miſerable 
hereafter for ever: The Righteous Man 
is unfortunate in this world, but for ever 
happy in that to come, Oh Lord; I 
beſeech thee, reſerve for me a Portion 
amongſt thy Children, to be received, 
when thou ſhalt pleaſe to call me hence 
to a better Life; and then, Iwill not, 
J cannot be diſſatisfied. however ſe- 
verely I am dealt with, during my abode 
in this vale of tears and ſtate of uncert ain- 
tz, Lord give me thy grace, to low 


of 0f the lu hadg of God, 


and ſerve. thee lere; but let my . 
ments and rewards be laid up 5 
in that houſe, which is not "us wit 
hands, eternal in the ene 
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Selves: 


"He Higher we bis ir 1 


the nearer we a on to the 
Eternal pattern of Perk y much 
further we do reęeqe from on 


our imperfect ſelves, — d 10 n. the 
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lower do we fink in our own. chm, | 


And it ſtands to reaſon thet. we ſpoul 


For when God reveals himſelf to 4 


1 4s to our ſelves, by the powe 
eries of Grace, Ke C — 4 
To al lis then, and not till 
— (how vainly ſoever We were 


dazled with our fancied ; knowledge 


before) that we. truly begin to know. ei- 
ther 005 above us, 172 


W, or our own; hearts within. us. We 


diſcover 


the W ſhines ſtronger upon our 


world all around Y 


* 
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and our Selves. a 


diſcover the firſ# to be the only true 
original Eſſence of all that's Great and 
Glorious: The ſecond, a moſt diſor- 
derly Scene of Madneſs, Vexation, and: 
Confuſion : The-laſt a miſerable mixture 
of Vanity, Ignorance, Infirmity, Paſſi- 
on, Senſuality, and Raſhneſs. When 
we come to reflect on things at a near- 
er view, we find our ſelves to have 
been dangerouſly deceived in our noti- 
ons of them. We are apt, it may be, 
to think God altogether ſuch an one 
as our ſelves, or altogether to disbelieve 
a God; to ſuppoſe him either ſo weak he 
cannot, or {0 merciful he will not, or ſo un- 
concerned he cares not to take notice of 
our Impieties and Puniſh them; Or 
elſe that there is »o God at all to do it. 
But upon ſerious and impartial thought, 
we both find there is 4 God, and learn 
to diſtinguiſh betwixt his power, and 
his forbearance, in the puniſhment of 
Sin. We find him then to be infinite- 
Iy Powerful, and abſolutely Perfe& ; 
to be merciful, but ſa as with J. fie, and 
Juſt, hut ſo a5 with mercy. We find thoſe 
right and ſhining attributes in God, 


when once we ſeriouſly conſider him, 
that whereas before we neglected, de- 
ſpiſed, or disbelieved him, gh 
_ ut 


true 
t and 
liſor- 
and 


xture 


Paſſi- 


Vhen 
near- 
have 


noti- | 


be, 
one 
lieve 
k he 


) An- 
ce of 
We 


lo it. 
ght, 
earn 

and 


t of 


lite - 
ect ; 
and 
hoſe 
Jod, 
him, 
de- 
not 
but 


but with Indignation, call in our irre- 
verent Notions, and Fear, and Love, Ad- 
mire and Adore his Perfections, and 
wherein we are able, propoſe them as 
glorious Patterns to our own. imitati- 
on, that we may live as thoſe, wo 
practically believe and know them. If 
we turn our Eyes «pon the world, We 
find a ſtrange and wide difference be- 
twixt the appearances and , realities of 


things. Thus gay, this gaudy, this 
pompous Scene, that look d ſo great 


and charming at a diſtance, that boaſt- 
ed ſuch a variety of Delights, that pro- 
pounded ſo many different ſpecies of 
Pleaſure, that ſhone with the ſplendors 
of Wealth and Grandeur ſo powerſully 
before, that we were almoſt content to 
keep diſtance, leaſt too near an ap- 
proach ſhould blind our weak fight, and 
turn our brains, with the illuſtrious 
| Precipice of Honour. When now we 
take the Courage to view them in their 
reſpective Powers, and enter into the 
inmoſt Secrets of their nature, what do 
we diſcover but a glittering heap of Va- 
nities ? Vanity of vanities all is. vanity ; 
ſaid the thinking Wiſe Man, when 
with the beſt advantages, he had taken 
the fulleſt ſurvey of all theſe things das 
| | cou 
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If Craslas lift us oy while abave 


© Ofe ths EVER of God, 


could ba. We cd, rhe nee 
ehre to us many conveniences, it : ties 
us to more trouble 


in the getting and 
keeping of it; than they ars all worth, 


the common level of mankind, oar faults 
as well as aur pirſons are _rendred more 
conſpicuous; and that E, the moſt 


dangerous Eneim vill Sitbereif we keej 
our: ſtation,) Dake 46, er (HR preva 


and we fall again) with ſo 2 
er diſgrace and miſery craſb w. W 
find the favour of the World deins, 
and its frowns impotent; for the one 


can neither make a wiſe Man betrer, nor 


the other 1 | 
that it is 3 — 4 ea 


cherous, empty thing; and we me | 


deſpiſe , as We once anmired it. F139 
When we: look. into our ſelves 

there, inſtead of the former conceit "of 
our Wit, our' Senſe, our Policy and 


Learning, our Strength, our Advantages 1 


of Education and N , even our 
Piety too, what do we diſcover ? Alaſs 
aothing but the cold expiring {parks of 
— we were before ers Fae How 
y an animal is Man, when imparti ali: 
draws bis Picture! As the Beta of far 
oy now runs, The reputed: Wi is Fay 
ra 


p< 4a. M>- 1 e „ qo EA EC a. 8 


Pp 8 


my 
gen 


HT” 
tally the Greateft Fool. '' Becayſe n 
eit of his 8 and his eternal thirſt of 
faſhion' have « phungfd him, firſt into 
Qical Atheiſm, and then (for his 
own” ee? into ſpeculative Deiſm! 
that being fool enongß to reſolve to be 
Lewd, he may ſeem wiſe exoagh to give 
a reafoh fort; The Mun Senſe, in This 
own, and the. world's eſteem, is very 
often found to have the leaſt Sence, be- 
cauſe not enough to inform him, whence 
{he has it, and to keep him humble. 
h Lening too is Vanity, and the more 
we think or read, the more we may. 
Our Work multiplies u upon our hands, 
and if we know much, it's certain we 
are ignorant of more: But ſuppoſe the 
beſt, yet where's the advantage or the 
glory he know ing all the world, but 
:our {elves ? and that, let us ſtudy ne- 
ver fo hard, we can never throughly 
and compleatly know. Our Wiſdom 
and Policy is owing to a greater, an eter- 
na] Politician, and therefore is not pro- 
perly the growth of our own Soil; and 
When we gin. moſt vainly to think it 
r, God often daſhes our deſigns, on pur- 
to ſhew us, the fands on Which we 
dauid without him Ourſtrengthwe ſee con- 
man liable to — and Diſtem- 
pers 
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Of the In of God, 


pers of a thouſand: kinds, and tode 
its ſelf at laſt; whichleyels the ſtrong, 
eſt Sampſon with the Duſt, and reſolves 
the moſt charming WE af its Original 
Clay. Our parts and e 
however agreable to ch World, and the 
vaineſt part of it, % Mew 0 of figure, Wwe 
find upon enquiry to have little ſolid in 
them, to be weak empty andimperied, 
the dreſſing up a piece of breathing 
Earth to make it lovely, and inſpi piring 
it with the Soul of Pride to move it, 
Of our Piety we ſee the imperfectionꝭ 
when we vie w our ſelves, and how wel 
ſoever Religious Duties are perform d, 
we ought to ask pardon for the irreligi- 
on of them, and be humbled that they 


are ſo imperfectiy done, rather than grow Wl; 
len, chat they are ſo well 2 I 
we would live happy here and hereafter, 
it muſt be our particular care to under. 
ſtand and ſearch into the nature. of 
things as fairly as we can, and diligent- 
ly view things as they really 47 not ol 
. 


they are generally thought and ſaid to 
Help me, Oh Godin theſe conſiderations, 
Oh tho that art the everlaſting light, 
the eſſence and fountain of all Know- 
ledge and Perfection. Help me to know 
ther, and I'm ſure I I ſhall love thee 


b the woll, and x "miſt 
iſe e = did 
* reaſon OY wh hall. WM FO 
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24 to FLIES De 141 pes 
001 ot , IL 
EYE E D. 178 I 
athing th auer ef. Motkind. 
ſpiring Wi 2 


ove 1, o what 3 15 Mer That gt 
tions, WM , ber ai mindful him ? at is 
w Won lar thou fuld dot him with th N 
orm'd, les, and ſhine upon Him fo ſrenely 
rreigi.¶ ich the beams ofLoveand Mercy, witk 
t they Ie benetzts 1 this and the offers of 4 
1 grow ter life?. 2 bas all His imperfections are 
we. Ife "Ki ue] and ever thing he can 
reafter, a etend q 3 i al, is from thee; 
under. De . only "add all ſufficient founrainof 
ture of Woodneſs. He 1 18 originally nothirig: 
"oy Pe chan n 5 9 15 this Atom 
not. up againſt his 
id to he. 10 Ne world pes 
rations, „ 7 5 in it with, miſery 
3 light, Woes out of it with pa ain, Ma 
Know: a nd relatlante; Is 4 Fall of infir- 
> know ies both in mind and body, full 
ve thee ; i E wounds and bruiſes + and ud pur 
to E 


e 1 


of its belt by SER? tüpi 


rebellious Creature, ever murmuring 
the diſpolals of thy. Providence, eu 
affronting thee, ſometimes denying the: 
never loving thee as he fy nor ja 


wy 
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iuſo L 
w Y | | 


Gt 5 
9 8 


1 1 105 
e the; 0 le cect 


e 7 


* of him? that thy ſhould ea- 


ou loadeſt him with mercies every 
lay, and qrewneſt fn with loving 
indneſs every moment? Is it not to 
vite fim to forſalte the party that 
ould ruin him, to abjure the intereſt 
an and folly; and to turn to thee, 

Who waiteſt to reward his repentance 
ili Eternal Life? O whence is all 
lis kindneſs to ſo wretched à Creature 
t from thy eternal free Grace? We 
ve Nothing to (deſerve: thy favour, 
i t thut four. O thou O loved 
120- World, eden before it was, conti- 
ee to love ime, when this world fhall 
no more; for as tliy Guace alone can 
ake ane i wonthy, ys a ws; can 
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Perſecution on account of Piety. 
Hat Chriſtian who! reſolves 
bear up boldly againſt the wi 
and tide of prevailing | Error, and In 
piety, who reſolves 10 be religious w 
ther it be in the faſhion or not, and! 
tell the world they ought to be ſo 1 
However: they'll reſent it, ſhall be fy 
to bring upon himſelf the odium 
pretiſeneſi, ſingularity, and the | ſph 
and to be hated, hunted; and-perſed 
ted by all wicked Men, for being 
unlike them. But can we expect bei 
ter quarter in an impious and ungrat 
ful World, than, God himſelf when h 
came among them had ? The firſt-bo 
of the Eternal and Eſſential Glory tool 
the form of Man, and converſed thro 
and thirty years, with Miſeries an 
Afflictions here, to teach Mankind tf 
way to Happineſs, by a new and per 
fecter Morality. But what entertai 
auent found he? In his very infancy 
while yet he had not actualiy by bis 
Pfreach 


2 
| ple 


oy Toft. on — nj 


ple to dif | berwirt chd Ge 
Piety they ſaW' im hin, and that ef 
el Tier he diſcovered iv the F 
rifees. Now what makeſt- thou thy 
ſelf, O Chriftian ? Has thy Muſter ful 
fered all this, and doſt rho reckon pro 

eaſe and freedom ? Was he dee 
and ſlander d, and doſt thou 
Eſteem and Reputation? 
driven out in exile, 849 Wed 6g to pe 
verty, and doſt thou think to be uf 
dulged in plenty, and the enjoymemt 

thy Self, thy Friends and Country 
Was he abuſed and perſecuted, and'pu 

to death in his flo uriſping years, and dt 
thou expect to ſee 4 peateable And 45 

ble Old Age? Is not Religion as mud 
the averſion of a wieked Wer id as eve! 
1. 10. The Diſciple - is not above his Maſter, 1 
35" the ſervant above his Lord they b ” 
 "calPd the Maſter of the houſe Beelzelli— 
hom much more ſhall they call theme of i 5 

2 Tos x: 3˙ pn * 2 All that will liur gollily a 
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1 the tike PerſeeuPh 
3 from ſe H poerifie on the ol - 
ls hand, and o gn 0g he oth | 


from v. 16. * Chriſt himſe has ſufficiently e 
to the 40. ed us what we are to look for; and t 
fore it is a Chriſtian's wiſdom, 15 
ever prepared apy ior pol rect 
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hem chearfully ; ſince he cannot poſſi- 
ly ſuffer J auch, as. Chrift ſuffer'd 
or him, and ſince it is the common lot 
df thoſe who will live well, to live in 
roubles, a and Aiſtöfbahces, and re- 
proach, for ſo doing: Afflictions try 
ind refine a GallantSpirit, drain us of the 
Prep 'S 1 e ant, keep us 1 
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his Life on Earth! A faſtidious pride and 


n d iſe our more im Bro 


ſelves, a preſuming upon our natunl 


 bolier and wiſer than tion; is fo fat 
from the True and Genuine character 
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Of Humility 
, 


 Leſſea a” are th Poor -in AY 3 
our Bleſſed Saviour, who, hic. 
elf was eminently ſo. How ſhining 
an example did he ſet us of Humility and 

Charity, thro'out the whole courſe « 


contempt of all Mankind bur ou 
or a cquiredExcellencies,to think the ref 


of To world below us,aPhariſaical concen 
of our Piety, or Wiſdom, which in 


ther, to y to him faxd off, for T an 


5 a Chriſtian, that ing is more 
hateful to God, and noting to be 
F. = Oy life of _ any Man 

reaſon to boaſt vantages a- 
bove others, Clift, who was GY and 


"more. If Venn 
and \pofiions 9 


; 2X. a wat * 


tions that juffific Per ge we: 9 have 
expected a much greater nicety in the 
con werbenden of the holy Jeſus. IS any 
Man wiſe? Chriſt was the eternal and 
eſſential wiſdom. Is any Man wel de- 
ſcended, of noble blood, "and of an an- 


cient family? as man was of 


| the Stock XJ ih, and of the Royal 
, fai Line; 4 9 — from a; num. 
il beclefs ran * never any 
| beginning, bu as. of one Divine 

ey and ence with N Creator of f all things. 
ur ſe d e are but of Duſt, we are but SE 


ide aui yeſterday, and worſe, than nothing; 
ur ou But Chriſt, 47 he was. before the Birth 
natural} of Time, ſo ſball he continue beyond the 
the rel death of Time, and infinitely out- live 


| concen the end of every thing. Is any Man 
remarkably Pious? He cannot pretend 
to excel our Devout and Holy Maſter. 
Is any Man proud of ok 7 Chriſt 
was Soyeraign of the World: Of 
0 in extrqordinary effetts | None 
RT Is Chriſt in miracles: Of wealth? | 
had the Kanal Riches of Hea- 
ven and immortality, to beftow upon 
his favorites. In fine, whatever the 
Vanity of Mankind can ſtart, to make 
them think well of themſelves, and 
my of of other, people, may, in a more 


eininent | 
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If \ | I 
4 E 7 Ms." 
ö : 


*% 


ern, 
— 0 34 > for 1 
a but int! 2 y 
Ihe moſt glorious } th 
Bis nie ere Arm. Wl tc 
That G N fecond' WM n 
e Divine "Eternal T init 1 
uabſolute bord of all "things, aß t 
eraign of every Atom in ee v 
— Nature, ſpould quit "his Wl « 
Throt = deſcend fr ie ad 
1011 gels and the bri ack q 
his 2 G „te cloud Humfelf in Ml : 
Humanity, i907 welt" a form, 5 Ds 
( 


below bimfelf, and to ſuffer” pe 


and" dest. ; fy 5 


ough the; this vet 5 k uma- 
nity, I diſcern the celeſtial  lafter of thy 
Divine Brightneſs, ' the” Fog © 5 400 
— Purity of a God beneath the 
umble covering of a M % Phoſe 
ſurprizing miracles' thou ores © 
and thoſe ſhining tracts of perfect Piety 
in thy Life, the very Eſſencè of al ves 
nerable virtues appearing in thy 15005 
verſe; have put it beyond the ſhadow 
of a doubt, that thou art true and real 
11 5 uy God, and my Redeemer. Thy 


Love 


1 ſeethr 


Is 


S 


* 7 * * 0 0 — Po 
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Love, thy Piety, but above all, thy 
Handle whillt to the dull una rehen- 
ſive world they ſeem to Thew thee U. 
than God, are moſt convincing evidence 
to i ſober pr thai os _ infi- 
nitely more than Man. Oh help me to 
ame, and ge me grate'to "imitate 
thy Virtues. Male me bumble, as thou 
waſt humble: The whole Scene of 

converſation in this- world Was of 
humility. ' los Wat bert i, Tin 
and of „Han, Abe a. Erer- 
ni, and Cod. * . Wa 
rens 


an 2b 
mirieks, and gs 
and commend aner 


Oh Thou 1 ane ri 


munty, e Pet wo 

F an 1 whe Sor 
tet thy Era | 
their due e 


that F may e fy - of 
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re the gomk of e and Proj 
1 15 an bee, to * witty 1 5 
the expence Religion, an 

men, that are dull enough - all = 
ther Topics, yet can be wonderfully 

ſharpand t upon that. The Pia 
ty of the fi Chriſtians is grown almoſt 
as much out of faſhion, as their cloths, 
and as ridiculous to the preſent pro- 


fane Falates of Mankind. Good God; 


where — this unhappy. torrent of A. 
theiſm ſtop? What is there ſacred in 


the Bonds, if Religion be not ſo eſteem- 


ed? Oh my Soul, come not thou into 
their ſecrets, to their councils be not 
thou united. Tis a fad and lamentable 
conſideration, that men Who are bap- 
tized into the Chriſtian Faith, enjoy 
the benefit of reaſon, the uſe of the holy 


Scriptures, and the experience of near 
ſeven thouſand years «rolled on the 


courſes of divine rovidens are yet 74 


fa 
a7 
re 
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* 
0 
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far from any deep 
attributes of Alnughry 
reaſonableneſs of his inſtituted worlhip, 
that they fear not openly to affront his 
Nature, deny his Government, and 
out of countenance the R Religion, 


Duo auff. 


of 
oro the 


they externally: profeſs ! 


tized" Chriſtian ſhotiid deny, and 4 ride 


cule the very Miracles, Death, and Satin 


fattion of Feſus Chriſt Art thou not 


ſurprized, Oh my foul,” with the ut- 


molt horror Oh call him not 4 Chriſti- 


an; tis profanation of that venera * 
name; Julias and Celſus were not bold- 


er adverſaries to our Bleſſed Lord, 'and 
the holy DoQtrines he taught, and the 


ſurprizing miracles: he did, than ſome 


in theſe unhapp Pe. times, = thruſt 


themſelves into the family of .Chriſt, 


= be the Judas of the no and to be- 


and ruin the moſt excellent pro- 


fff ion in the world; Can welſulfici. 


ently admire, that a Chriſtian Church 
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whatever ABS; the reſemb 
Jy a ſence of Draa, a ſober 
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har wr 


and Government ſhould owntheſe wild 
tes ſtill as: members. Wretches 
at the foundation 


of al Religion, while th — — 
their Saviour, un; Her desde mm 
of true 


Pra 


. >. Del. ever bleſſed Is 
(as, that the) gldrioisi Sacrifice, thou 
maileſt; of thy vm 83 Scud 
-be hits ter by an impious and u 
grateſul World! Jt all-theJabonmat 
hy Mercy, thy Wirths rh r 
thy Miracles and Seetag cor 
[men bod. „ 10 we 
ente ux 10 14 guoraniiy ö 
meganded 1 As if men were afraid thon 
wauldt;ifave, them, hither, they mat 
or Was ft fbr this, Dear Lord, 4 
Bleſſed Life was goren: tio as it for 
Hliefe wretched - Fremies af thy Name 
and Bodtiite, thou didſt — do vin 
thy dacred: hend upon ithe Crols,! in all 
the Agonięs of diſtorted Mature? {he 
Guanliem tlliat wasiconſoiousof thy blood 
Iwead, 10x he! iThorns:\that:icrownid : E 
oy Temples, . and ſtained hen with thy 
Venemble Gorh, abe. NM ailn that pierpeſd 
| .thy \feer and hahlis, ti Hear Hut 
 ;workleikithy[boly zlade, and ne Cel. 
Alts ſelf, that boreckby body, in cheflaſt 
| ;Stena3/bf Tortime and df Death, Haden 
wide nüe <mputed- git of all that 
»woanjd:atceptithy! txrmsabhappineſsand | 
redeinption, fhall tiſæ up in qudgment 
angaimnſt uc baſeneſs and impudence of 
ä ue en who. detide hy e 


deſpiſe 


deſpiſe thy mercy, laugh at thy ſolemn 

| worſhip, and ridicule thy fervice, 
make 4 Jet of thy Holy altars, and 
a banter of a Pious Life. Father, for- 

give them, fon they Hopi not what they do: 

Turn them, and they ſhall be turned; yes, 
Lord, in ſpite of ali the malice and 
rancour in their feſtered hearts, th 
guerpowtring Ipirit can clange 
im ai inſtant. Oh: let them es; 

it» be too late, that thy Glory is r 
own indbleſt; trueſt Imereſt; andothat 
whatever, .once rheyithoughÞ ef 4 der 
vout ahd. conſcientious þzety, it muſt 
be ih or nothing, which, trough 
Chriſt mut nloorimend) themoto ty 
mercy, ad withdut that e they 
are like td be fur oer miſcrallu. 
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a0 25 ſince undo fuatiy ix 
the primitive Genius of Chriſtianis 

t that-we hear very little, and ſee muci 
FA of that ſpurt. of of: Charity, that w. 


once the diſtinguiſhing Qharacter of a 


Chriſtian. Love and Mercy, the two 
ſhining parts of Practical Religion; 
are now ſb ſtran gly-clouded that even 
one broken ray 1s hardly to be ſeen of 
that Glorious Principle, which 

upon the Infancy of the Chriſtian Faith, 
and warm'd it into ripeneſs, during al 


the blackeſt terrors of Perſecution. Our 


Saviour ſet us an Example: He deſcen- 


ed from the Tlirone of his Eternal Fa. 
ther, and came into the world, to ſave a 
| loſt and blinded People. He went continu 


ally up and down doing good, diſpoſleſ- 
ſing Devils, and healingDiſ ſeaſes,twice he 
wrought a — to 7 ed, as well as heal 


the bodies of his followers. He made 


it daily his great b — to preach to 
vs 


of Chr iflian Char ; 8 ny 4 


as the tidings and the terms of jt IO 

ing happineſs, in Charity to our Souls. wa 
\nd to compleat the glorious Scene © © 

Love and of Compaſſion, he offered 

himſelf a Sacrifice upon the Croſs, for 

he Sins of Mankind, and 4yed to re- 

deem us from Eternal 1 4 Who- 

ig 8 ee or 8 of the 

.POITIES their primitive followers, iT 

auſt needs admire 5 15 how well they Raw: 115 

opied their great Maſter's Charity. end. * 

hat a vein of tenderneſs do we find 

unning through the whole Chriſtian 

Profeſſion, in many ſeveral Climates, 

n places vaſtly diſtant from each other, 

and amongſt People, who, before their 

onverſion, were raurally Rude, and 

ruel, and Impolite . How often do we 

read of contributions for the Saints, nat. 

0 of their own Pariſh, their own Ci. 

ty, or Country, but even for thoſe of fo. 


leſceg- reign parts! While our great Maſterꝰ's uf: ar. e, 
al Fa. ferings for us were yet freſþ in memory, 1 2 : 
dent wounds yet ri and his ſcattered 6. g 


Church yet dayly manared with Tears Als LY 
and Blood, by the Jewiſhand Heathen 2d, &. 
furies : Their Charity and Love kept 43% &: 


[poſſeſs 
vice he 


as bed Bi warm, was always in motion,and had no 
oy time to ſettle into ſluggiſh dfegs. But a 


long and ATI £7 the encourage- 


EN Met 
„ 


bh 


/ Chriſtian Charity. 
ment of Temporal powers, and the gra . 
dieur of a National Eſtabliſhment, have tells 
flirſt reduced us to an unactiue Piet tos 
wards God, and then to a bruiti(h' ancon« 


* * "* 
7 / 
' WS. 
£ © 4 


of Love, of Unity, and Compaſſion, 


Covetouſneſs, the effects of Eaſe a 


St. Paul. How few are there in this 


- 


cerudueſs for our 9 And had God 
it ſtop d here, the World had till beenlfil"*© 
in ſome meaſure zolfrable. But inſtead”. © 


we ſee little but Pride, Malice, Hatred, 
Treachery, c of Conceit, and 


Laxury, Where's the Man that will 
Sacrifice his private opinion to the ten 
der Conſcience of another? As a great . 
er Man than any of us did, and he wa 


Age remarkable for their Charity to 
the diſtreſſed Members of their Savi 
our? What Heats and Diſputes about 


meer trifles ſwallou up the world, to the 


rejudice of the Eſſentials of Religion? 
Self Intereſt is the Religion of the world, 


and yet (as if the blindneſs of Humane 


Nature was never to be cured,) they 
err, they groſely err, even in the Myit-W - 
eries of their own Religion; for true 


Piety and Generous Charity are the ſos 


lideit, the nobleſt, and the moſt bene- 
ficial intereſt that can be; if we will 
believe the inſpired King David; wha 


„ 


, Chriſtian Chur 6 . 

tells us, J have been Joung and nom an Pl. 37.25. 2 

OA, yet have not ] ſeen the Righteous for. 

ſalen, nor his ſeed begging bread, O Lord 

God, do thou quicken, I beſeech thee, - 

he Spirit of Unity, Love, and Charity, _ 

in the world: Let not that fatal mark n 

of the laſt times prevail too far. Revive 

he dying Compaſſions of Mankind; 

ind let us who believe in the ſame J. 

45, and own one common Lord, one Rph. 4. 7, 

Faith, one Baptiſm, one God and Father 6. 

Fus all, be full of Bowels, and full 

df Mercy, of meekneſs and condeſcenti- 

on to our Brethren 3 and in that ſolemn 

nſtance, keep cloſe to that univerſal 

ule thou haſt given us, As ye mould 1 K. . 5 

Men ſhould do unto ou, do ye alſo to tem 
, do je alſo to them 

ltkewiſe, n 2 
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' mended him) that this Raſcal Bou 
ſpeak well of me? Whatever there mate 


in Politicks, to procure the feen 


world, the world would love its own, but 


choſen you ont of the world, 1 bn the 


. deſigns, and drive a- like intereſt with 
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N E D. XV.” We 
O/ Reputation in the World. 


XXIV evil have J done ( ſaid one 
of a lewd fellow who had com 


be of Stoica! Pride in this expreſſioi art 
there is Rill a great deal of Morality ani hei 
Truth. For God and the World have” 


drawn up ſuch different Schemes off” 


Virtue, that ?tis the greateſt difficul 


Both. Our Bleſſed Saviour tells his 
Diſciples in plain terms, how little they 
were to expect of the countenance of 
the world, and why. If ye were of the 


becauſe ye are not of the world, but I haut 


world hateth you. Tf they bear the ſame 
affections, and carryed on the ſame 


the generality of Mankind, they might 
expect the general concurrence of ap 
N plauſes 


\ IVE * Mel 
ts A 


K. Reputaiior zn 15 Nl E 


Jauſes on their fide. | But decauſe God 
\imighty had ſeledted them from others, 

ind appointed them to his own work, 5 
hecauſe they were the preachers of 2 

derfect Virtue, © and a divine 'Goſpel, 
becauſe they made it their buſieneſs to 

Iraw off converts from ſin and mifery, 

o root Vice out of the world, and to 
et upa new Religion that diſturbed tlie 


4 as 
4 © 
* 
5 1 
[ 


11d One] 
ad com: 


J (houll mpire of their Luſts; they were to be 

ere may bated and perſecuted by the greater 
Yreffion2ft of Men; they were to give up 

lity and heir Reputation: in the world for loſt, 

Id hayMWince they could not keep it With a good 

mes O onſciencc. The world is not much 0 
ifficul nended by the wearing of ſeventeen hun- . 
2 Ired years; a Good Man i is {till hated, and 

ells hi iftue has her portion ſtilbof ſuffer: 2 

le they nd. reproach. Eſteem ſtill waits upon 

ince he Man of general Character, and {miles 

re cri pon the Soct able rather than the Pious. 

vn, bu be careſſed by the wicked irreligi- 
Tubus world, is a very melancholy- enjoy 

Gre tent to fenſible wife Man: For it 

e ſame ems 4 the mark of the Beaſt upon 

ſamel im, when it points him our as reca- 

+ with 2 Company to thoſe that do indeed bear 


The commendation of ſome Men is a 
ar greater ſcandal than their Reproac hes: 


ind thus, thus think thou always, Oh 
„ - nn 


might 
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and ill ſpoken of in the World? Reg 


reputation at command, 255 
| Bo 10 ſlight 1 for the 


better, tho? the ſuffering ſide; and chu 


Religion, to puff us up with ſelf-conea 


Ve are of popular honour, and the mo 


| Of Reputation in the Warld\ 
my Soul, am I lighted, diſreſpeQe 


God, Oh my Soul, that thou Tak 


ake of Vine 
hank God that thou haſt taken thi 


eſt rather to obey him, with contemy 
than to court the world, its vanities ant 
vices, with applauſe. Great Reputany 
is oftner a Judgement then a Mercy; i 
cauſe it naturally tends to ſwell Me 
minds. beyond the line of Prudence aq 


to engage our hearts to the world, 3 
make us forget the Glories of our u 
ſeen inheritance. The more ambity 


We erjoy it, the leſs we think of He 
ven, and the colder we grow of « 
enquiries after Eternal Happineſs. "| 
leads us too inſenſibly into a train 
ſins, that we may oblige thoſe, to n 

for our repute and credit we are obig 
and our ruin being begun b their con 
plaiſance, We compleat it by our on 

Be upon thy guard, Oh my Soul, 
gainſt the {miles and flatteries of Fam 

that ſWeet inſinuateing poyſon tha 

would deſtroy thy ſpiritual Life; an 

oo, COT on 
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"Of Repntation in the World: 7 a 


chearfully embrace the contempt and 


1 


diſregard of the world, rather than fore go 


one holy precept in Religion, to pur- 
chaſe its enconragement, This then is 
the fixed reſolution of my ſoul; Let 
them brand me as a Preciſian, a Puri- 
tan or what they pleaſe, I will not 
part with one inch of Duty to oblige 


them, and ſhall ever be more thank- 


ful for their Cenſ- ure and Eſteem. 
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ſire, the utmoſt concern of this wicked 
and malicious Spirit, was to tempt the 
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| The Temptation. of our Saviour in th 


to make him ſin againſt his Father and 
_ Himſelf. Forty Days are granted him, 


trembled at, for the worlds redemption, 
-  Eternally overthrown. Big with the 
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Wilderneſs. 
FA LL theſe things will I give thee 
' "A Zhou 5 fol aown a, worſhip 2 
ſaid the Devil to our Bleſſed Saviour, 
He was in hopes that Jeſus Chriſt hadi tic 
put on humane failings, with his bu in 
mane nature, and that ambition and o- 
ther irregular paſſions might have theit 
courſe in him, as well as in the anhang 
people he came to ſave. The whole de- 


Son of God to do him Homage, and ſo 


to make his ſubtile efforts upon our Sa- 
viours conſtancy; and he loſes mo time, 
and he ſpares no pains : If this Victo- 
ry could be got, he knows his Kingdom 
fixed for ever, and the project he ſo much 


____, aw; a> 0 8a A 


ſence 
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thee, 
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aviour. 
riſt had 
his hu 


and o. 


in tbe Milerneſo. 73 
ſence of this importent ] War, he draws | : 
down all his forces into the field, once 
more to diſpute his ſoveraignty.with God 
himſelf. No doubt, his hopes were 


_ wo # 


raiſed to a mighty pitch: He ſwelld 


with expectation; and now concluded 
he ſhould retrieve the errors of the field 
and Day he loſt before; and all the miſer- 
able conſequences of it to change to what 
his Pride had taught him to aſpire to, 
a partnerſhip at Mt, if not the ſole domi- 


nion of Heaven and Earth. This poli- 

tick leader, grown old in miſcheifs and 

in malice, well knew the advantages oß 
his ground, and (had our Saviour ben 
as much of Man, as he could have wiſh'd 
him) attacked his enemy in the weak- 


eſt place. He ſhewed him all the King- 


doms of the world, and preſented him 
with a ſurvey of many wealthy States, 
and potent Empires, the dazling luſtre 
of many Soveraign Crowns, and doubt- 
leſs, made an eloquent harangue upon 
the Glories of abſolute Dominion. He 
pretended a wonderful k:z4ze(s for our 
Saviour, and endeavoured to probe 
his Vanity, with the offer of all theſe, if 
he would renounce his Fathers party, 
and be of his. But all this will not do: 
The Meek and Bleſſed Jeſus, had no 


vanity 


. 


vanity or ambition within be 4 to etray 
his Honour to this crafty aſſailant. Ul 
was Man to ſuffer Death for Man, to un- 
dergo the natural, but not the moral in. 
firmities-of the humane form he took, 
He was God from all Eternity, and s 
ſuch, deſpiſed both the malicious kind: 
neſs and the impotent offer of this pre. 
tended diſtributer of Empires. He 
knew Satan to be a an q ſurper, and that 
he had a title of his own, which al 
the malice of Men and Devils can nevei 
ſhake, nor all their diſſembled favour 
can never improve and better. The 
Son of God refels his Enemy with Scrjp- 
ture, and anſwersall his batteries with 
ſingle protection of TI IS WRITFEN, 
The Iſſue of this ſecond war, whereon 
ſo great an intereſt depended botli in 
Heaven and Earth, and which we may 
Juſtly ſuppoſe was bo rar with ſome 
impatience and curioſit he Ce- 
leſtial Angels, was all a tg eee 
on the ſide of Heaven, Triumph, an 
Eternal Triumph attends this Victory of 
the Son of God. His adverſary, .und- 
ble to overcome ſo powerful à Rival, 
fled from the Poſt he undertook, and 
never ſhall again preſume to appear: in 
eg 3 inſt the powers of Hea- 
—4 ven. | X 15 Now, 
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Now, Oh my Soul, what is it thou art 
to learn from theſe things ? Thou art 
firſt to reſolve” couragiouſy againſt all 
after the example of Jeſ@s Chriſt, who 
has taught us that the forces of Darke 
nels are ſuch as may be conquer d; humielt 
has done it for us, and we need but to 
follow Where he has led the Way, and 
enter vigorouſly the breach that he has 
made. Again, theu art to take notice, 
that Scripture is the propereſt Engine 
Where with to aſſail che furious Enemy 
of Mankind. This Armour is of ho- 
nourable proof againſt his ſtrongeſt 
blows ; Our Saviour uſed it with glo- 
rious ſucceſs, and we who are his fol- 
lowers, ought. to bear it in a kind of 
inſulting triumph againſt hi vanquiſhed 
Enemy and es. And indeed it is thay 
which, of all things, is moſt dreadfu 
to the undenminer of our. ſalvation, be- 
cauſe the terms of it are there layd 
down, and a Scheme of infallible Polititss 
to break the Kingdom of Darkneſs. 
The Ramans made no ule of Arms, to 
bring their revolted ſlaves to duty; but 
appeared ind their forces in the field 
with Rods and Scourges, inſtead of 
Swords and Spears, and diſperſed __ 
4 1 With 
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= with the awful terror of thoſe inſtru- 
= ments of correction, more effectually 
than with ſhowers of Arrows, andthe 
violence of a ſtanding battle: The ſer vile 
remembranee of their fart put them to 

more confuſion, than the Gallantry of 
all the Roman Legions could have done. 

So Satan dreads a weapon he has ſuffer- 
ed ſo deeply from, more than all the 
powers of humane Reaſon to dy{pute his 
victory; for theſe he poſſibly may van - 
quifh or corrupt, but that he cannot. 
Thirdly, Oh my Soul, take eſpecial care 

thou beeſt not flattered into ſin, tis a 
fatal method that has ruined thouſands. 
Pride and Vain- glory are poy ſons to the 
Soul, they fnake it ſwell with ambitious 

hopes or with voluptuous deſires, till it 
bur ſt and periſp. Oh Son of God, who haſt 
: by thy example taught us to evade the 
ſubtleſt wiles of Satan; aſſiſt me a- 
gainſt all temptations to ſin; give me 
Grace and give me Strength, to ſtem | 

the violence of my Luſts and inward 
pafſions, that paſſing ſafely thro* this 

world of ſin and enemies on every ſide 

me, I may obtain a better inheritance, 

an bouſe not made with hands, Eternal in 


bk...» 


* — —— — * 
whe — 


the Heavens. 


ee. NE TP II2>S WW if 


f 


LY 
— 1 . 
1 — 
\ 
4 6 
. 7 s — — g a »—- — 4 ; 
+ = : 
I 


] 
4 IS a 7 42 , 4 . 
0 T. S * 4% „ ” 
r 2G ods r | 
« P * * 
* 7 31 " 
1 . - 
— 
- N 5 0 7 


1 4 IF x 3 REY 1 22 ; af. ths 


"ME PD. XVII. 
Of Truſt in God's Providence: 


V Ty art thou troubled, Oh my Soul, 1 
VV mhyort thou diſquieted within me? . 
Truſt thou in God, who is the health of 

thy Countenance and thy God, In all my 
Wants and my diſtreſſes, I will go to 
him that made and redeemed me, who 
Pm ſure will provide for me. Why 
ſhould I diftruſt his power to help me? 
Is it more difficult to ſuſtain than to cre- 
ate a Being? Or why his Goodneſs and 
his Well to help me? Are not two par- 
roms ſold for 4 farthing? And one of them 
| ſhall not fall to the ground without our Fa- 
ther. - He knows: all our circumſtances, 
and willing and ready to relieve us, 
if he ſee it good for us. Why ſhould . 
I perplex my ſelf with unreaſonable 
cares and fears, of my preſent and future 
temporal concerns, and the convenien- 
ces of humane Life? Conſider, Oh my 


Soul, that excellent piece of Chriſtian 


Philoſophy, our Saviour delivered, 
in the Sixth of St. Matthew. SIR,» 
TE 1 Tale 
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Mat-6-25, {ball eat, or what you (hall drink, nor yet 
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Life more than Meat and the Body than | 
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Of Truſt in'God's Provident 
Take no thought for your Life; what ye 


for your Bady, what je ſbalt par un, i ar | 


they ſow not, neither do'they rup, nor ga. 
ther into barns, yet your Heavenly Father 
feedeth them, are je not much better than 
they? Which of you, by taking thought, 
cam add one cubit to his ſtature? And why 
take ye thought for Raiment ? Conſider 
the Lillies of the Field, how they grow; 
they toil. not, neither do they ſpin. And 
yet I ſay unts you; that Solomon, in all h¹ 
glory, was not arrayed like one of theſe. Where: 
fore if God ſo cloathed the graſs of the field, 
which to day is, and to morrom is caſt into the 
oven, ſhall he not much more cloath vo 
Oh ye of little Faith? Therefore” take no 
thought, what ye ſhall eat; or what: ye ſhall 
drink, or wherewithal ye ſball be cloathed; 
For after all. theſe things do the Gentiles 
ſeek; for your Heaveniy Father kzowerh 
that ye have need of all theſe thing Bui 
ſeek: ye firſt the Kingdom of God, and'bis WM". 
Righteoulneſ5,and all theſe things ſhall be ads ©? 
ded unto you. Tals therefore no thought" fot 
_ 7 — the morrom " (hall rr. pet 
thought fer the things of its ſelf: ſuffecies; 
to the day is the jos and 7 n ch 
5 Miuſt 


Raiment? Behold the fowls of the Air, 
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„elf and my Family, and in ſloth and g 
— W idleneſs rely on the. Providence of God . ; 
bis for Maintenance? No ſurely; The | 
Air. MW ame Lord Jelus tells me by his infpired 
Fa 95 Apoſtle, He that provides not for thoſe of Tim 3j f 
* his own hoaſe, hath denyed t he faith, and 8. | ] 


7) wore than an Infidel, But I muftnot z Ss 


ot; take thought for the neceſfaries of 
4 %, Life, and the Enjoyments of this 


World ſo as to obſtruct the proſecutin 
yo of my Intereſt in 4 better. rg muſt —— 
care With too much Solicitude and an- 
xiety, with diſtruſt on God's Provi- 
dence, and too vain a reliance on my - 
own Induſtry. « I muſt not fret my ſelf 
too greivouſly at Loffes and Diſappoint- 
ments, fince God can make them up, 
by unthought of accidents, a thouſand 
ways. J1Tmuſt not ſo care, as to be trick- 
ing and diſhoneſt therein, or to tranſgreſs 
the Laws of God and my Country, what- 
ever and however preſſing my neceſſities mM 
are. I muſt not ſo care, as to murmer at the. =_ 
plentiful Eſtates of other Men, and my 
own unhappy Poverty. ' Is not God 
Almighty a greater reward than Gold 
and Silver? If He be mine, a bare com- 
petency of living is more deſirable than 
the poſſeſſion of Pera and Mexico, with- 
| out - 
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and diſtreſs, for an eternal bleſſed one 
where there is no want, and where glo- 


derate, Honeſt, and contented, in the 


fied with a little, and if Providence ſhall 


tend with the Almighty ? Let me ac- 


cannot, with my utmoſt Solicitude, 
and take pains day and night by hne 
ſtul be Poor; but with this fatal dread: 


ful difference, that I ſhall be i»pioufly ſo, 
and not only miſerable in this world, 


oat him, "Nay ſhould I ſtarve ; 1 tall 
but exchange a, miſerable ſtate of want 


ry and immortality forever triumph. 
I will therefore be Iadaſtrious, but Ma 


concerns of this Life. Mature is ſatis 


pleaſe to give me that, it is enough; 
Why ſhould I wiſh for more ? But f 
God be not pleaſed to beſtow on me the 
competence of living; who {hall cons 


quieſce in his Divine Pleaſure, fincel 


pretend to flouriſh, whether God will or 
not. If I labour whether right or wrong, 


and diſhoneſt methods, to'be Rich and 
Great; yet if God do not ( either in 
mercy or in anger) ſucceed my endea: 
vours they are all but vanity, 22d T þ 


but it may be, miſerable in the next too, 
Let me conſider my Bleſſed Saviour's 
example, as well as his precept : Let me 
view him in his prodigious circumſtan- 

5 | „ 


done MW of Mankind, and tempted. by the De- 
e glo- WM vil. He is ſaid to be an hungred ; upon 
amph.W which the Devil puts him on a trial of 
at M. his Divinity; thou be the Son of God, 
n the command 25 ſtoues be malle bread. But 


1 | 2 
Mit. 1. 22 


| | 
Il cons : f 
me ac- 9 
fince l a = 
citude, —-< 
| will of be 


wrong 
Jong 
ch and 
ther in; 
endea· whiole mercy 
T ſoul 


dre one OED: 
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" world, 
ext tO0; 
viour's 
Let me 
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pf dur Lord's may ſeem, he has laid a 
mighty ſtreſs upon it, and we ma not 
preſume to ask our particular pardon of 
God, upon hay or terms, than our 
ſincere and candid forgiveneſs of our neigh- 
boars. Revenge 1s | ſomet q very 
ignoble, and unworthy of a great 
Soul; yet there is in it a poignancy, {0 
agreeable to the Palate of a corrupt 
world, that nothing takes more gene- 
rally, nor tickles more ſenſibly a bold 
—1 haughty ſpirit. How hard a mat- 

ter it is with ſotne, to put up a ſmall af 
front! And how much harder ftill; not 

to quit ſcotes with Injury! How migh-  - 
tily are they troubled ! How deeply 
they reſent it | How their breaſt boils 
with rage, their countenance ſometimes 
pale with malice, and then on a ſudden 

all on fire with iadignat ion, bluſbes, and 
confuſion ; theit fancy racked for ways 

to retort the Injury; their poyſoned Soul 
ſwells up, too big and unweildy for the 
mortal priſon tis confined in ! Joints 
trembling, Eyes flaming, and every drop 
of Blood i» arms, and every vein be- 
comes as a torrent of boiling Braſs; in 
= diſordered Bodies. Ha ſtrange 
a figure is a revengful Man! H t- 
fal to others, W p, 


Y TER 9 = Fo ' * * * * ” - - > „„ „ — N ** — 1 * * * _ 
y Se." o * * , N A. Y - vs 
f 6 4 A . SD x* . * of - : r 1 | 
h . - 4 8 : : 3 a4 
, # - * - * c 1 P \ q - 
hy 1 : n N , CI 1 : © , 
; # * ** : P ks 1 .- x. 
. S. # 4 > A 
; : x 


e forgrving Pu. 
Telf! Nhj'he often runs the extteatf 
Io far, ds to be villiculbus to all out 
Him; And becomes rather tlie 1 ort than 
| rhe 22 of the Company. or what 
is - more Pry ridiculous" than in 
zullice, _ che deſire without the power 
-of reven ? Bur, Oli my Soul, to ho 
noble à 4 m of Chriffran Philoſe 
Hab He reached, Who can command h- 
Paſſions, in ſo ſenſible à point as Injuy' 
8 intent of Rage, and : Madnelyg 

al drier fury, can reſent'it with 
unde even ſpirit, and with a 

A211 of vc gta: All ſerene ald 
th: 55 Sand all ſerenely''calth 
within | But higher ſtill. has he attained, 
who can return fronts with favour, 
and conquer malice with Good Will, 
Surely our Divine Maſter has taught us 
like one, that was indeed the fountain 
of Alt "noble virtues; andthere fore nice 
* underſtood their ſeveral powers and 
effects; For doubtleſs the belt way to 
ent an If ury, is to;/light it; andi cht 
mot politick and ſurelt Way to owerion 
an Enem my, 18 to love him, and to Over 


Roth, *whehm Him with good offices. - AvingMcor 
N our des but rather give place: ak the 
wah; fob it is written, Vengeance ic min gra 
a n faith the Lord. Then. by 


fore 


of fingitzing: ad 8 


thine Enemy langer, -feedbune; 75 v. 20, 
A 4 — gire hun drin; for I day 
ing e 2 Goals of Five an has headl: 
Be nat ver cang Evil, but cuercume Koa + Vo 21. 
with Good. Tis: a-remarkable.paſage\ ** 9! 
in the Evangeliſt; here St. Peter puts "cb 
the: queſtion to our Saviour 3 LA hom Nat. 18. 
oft ſhall miy Brother ſis dgainſt me and I for- a1, 22. 
. iſe ever times? Our Se viour 
anſwered him, I uno thes, until ſe- 
ven times, but until ſeventy times Ie dau. 
Or nas St. Lule expreſſes ut 3Af hy Bros SIG 
they (treſpaſs Cain 2 %% 770 5 om 
repent 1 forgive him: And if he; iteſpaſent | 
gainſt thee ſeventimes 4405 Adel ent e 
%, turn gain i fe, Jaying, Ip, 2k 
rhod ſhalt forgive him, And gſurelaa ce 
ave all the reaſon in ths world 2 0 flo: 
Shit us For does not God Almighty fatgaye us 

aninnizmerable fault upon rA Hel 

nice they be of a higher nature and . 

dyc, as commirted againſt an Z 
ſapreamn Majeſei than che greatelolajuntes | 
can be ngainſt ſuch den cle eerns 
4 me are;)? » The Paxable-pfthenereier 


che denen KWh when bis ans 
forgiven him a a hy det. f cen 
thouſand Talents, could, like an un- 


grateful Raſcal, take his fellow ſervanc 
by dhe / Throat, and notwithſtanding all 
G 3 his 


ak 8. likewiſe shall my Heavenly Fat 


cover all of and bs ever mon 
8 eonſidered than e 
0 eee 


LY of forgiving Tories 


- his intreaties and promiſes, caſt im is 
to priſon, for an hundred Penoe 
ſhews us the force of this argument, ung 
fo gur Saviour himſelf applies it: & 
do unto y 
alſo, if ye forgive not from your a 
one his Brother their — paſes. 

to forgive our — — a en. 

pected from us, as a mackof our Gn 

zitude to God, for his moſt gracious ful 

and free remittmentof all our offene 

and if ever we hope mercy from God! 
hand, our Enemy muſt find his pardon 

from ours; for the condition 
Mat. 6. 14, 8 ind enſable. Lord help my 
difficult of m 

og me not only to forbei 
— againſt my adverſary ; ; b 
to do him fincere perky Gon» juſtly all the 
good offices I can. idering hin 
much as n Enemy to me, but as & pb 
ſeſſor of the ſame holy faith, andagope 
for whom Chriſt died. That ſo the cops 


5 mon name of Chriſtian may 8 
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7 12,3» „t live, Was a ſound ſo terrible even 
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ood Heel: 
\\ Bray ers and Tears, and he beg'd ſome 
reſpite of that unwelcome Sentence. 
Though aſexle ofs the troubles of his 
* ſtate au. make us weary of 
living, yet when it comes to the puſh, 


We are more ras 9. of dying : And 2 


+ withſtanding he f à prepa 
und, hers i9*ſomet 2 aha 
tliät⸗ daunts the Praveſt Spirits, auf 
the Beſt of Men. This is ſome 46 
mains of Guilt "that Nvtrer in the fa 
- ofConſdience, A that 155 5 0 inſtant 
When the Man Ino 

Gateh be ie to the Bat © bf 
759 ene 185 Sentence 
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e but a miſt of of at all round t 
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: Shew Ty ie Seite 920 an 
bend to Perfect Happineſs n l 3 
Haven. Sein — 'Bri | 
*is all they Can preteid 
as much in the , 1 
if Men! knęw "the weight: 
Wh l not ſtocp fo 
Weal may fatter, and , 
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Pint ede 4 ebe 
fag uc ge its ſelf, Wheff he at- 
9 is à ficient affe and 

SW p Un- 
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a while, 'w up and down, 
certain and _—_— withe kind off 
Vanity, and an induſtrious Idler 
eceives, Fai Ma, ll 15 WY 


ng + 
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are. Our Saab aps. is.lo AGEL Sa 
Toils and Labours, ics « 


break in upon us on every ſide; ous 
Youth dies in our encreaſing years; 
Beauty is Wenge and our Str 
e by e of 1 955 
ding Care; Our i 

rally into. cunning 2 
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nn The brighreſt gun of 


Honour and Prof] We ſer at laft 


getfylneſs and Ing "Wo know: 
what we do, when we wiſh for long 


Life ; wemuſtdie at laft; and the foon- 
er we the fewer errors to be an- 
ſwered for, , and the fewer to be 
ne. To be ad or aſſured we 
ſhall be ſo, is not 
Mahalultel lived 895 years, and he died; 
Evor lived 905 years, and he died; 
Canas 910, and he died; Ser ora; 
and Alen 950 y ears, and phey died ; 


who reached the very utmoſt 


2 4 died too; Prodigious 
laft they paid the Pere of 


Nature, and 


were extinguiſhed in the common ; 


yet to be immortal. 


222 fad, ah 158%, died; and Ae 


of humane life, 969 years, yet 
ages all, yet at 


ue v. Wh ſhould: * as 
„ t e Gta eur, and the worldly 
'pfithe Proſperous and Great: 
| Since: theys muſt — all Behind 
er 49-77, at death. Ihen Hir) die; h 5 
1241 2 nothing ah, heir glory ſhall nat 
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fre {They canndt duye and.cxcmply 
on om — natural lot of f 
. 7%, 10, We ee that wiſe; Men: die, and ſo! dats 
the Foal, and the, Arai ish per ſan Peri leb 
2M and "leave: their M. ealth ts: others 1 \Like 


Sheep: they areſlaid in their Grave in and 


deaths chalf feed on them, The hold and 
[54+ AfAluttering Herd, that makes a ſigure in 


the world, Tha bab with Honqu and 


| Ambition, and. is *nojwn,-at theekpence 
of every body's quiet round . himy:Jhall 


at laſt be tamed:by death, that on: 


verſal Conqueror. His fire falle ex; 
_tinguiſd in the damps of a cold kathi 
Monument, and all his glerious Nuſt 
ſhall mix with the common + moulds, 
The Miſe Man's wiſdom, and the „gra- 
Man's ſtrength, the vigour of a n 
;joutl, the experience of 4 ſolid age, the 
blooming of the. Hender innocence, the 
deus __ a CER 400 and bann 
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of a devout” ſoul, are yet not proof 
againſt the batteries of that furious E- 
nemy, who firſt or laſt is ſure to gain 

his point, and level all theſs with the | 
ignorant, weak, fooliſh , deformed , x ed 
and impious creature, in one common 
and eternal ſilence. The wegetarive parts Job 19. 
of nature may have many lives,and bein 
once cut dawn, may put again, an 
flouriſh with a ſecond vigour ; but man 
can live bat once on Earth, and when 
his courſe is run, he ſinks for ever 
as to the enjoyments and comfor 


2 


humane life. He lus doms and 
not, till the heavens he no more: an 
he dies shall be live again? The 
Oh my Soul be ever in — 
of that afiproaching moment, and be 
ever preparing for a ſtroke! thou canſt 6 
not ſcape; Wait thou all the days:of = 
thy a inted timie, kill thy change =_ 
come, and fo behave thy ſelf in ver- 
tue and patience all the days bf liſe, 
that thou mayſt with a well grounded 
Joy RISEN the * Ke ay SSD A 
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I the. Scene of all our . preſent 
movements; we live, we love, . 
_ rejoyce, and grieve in Tine, agl 
as # circulars, we Eat, we Dy 

we Sleep, purſue our temporal 
neſs, and the cares. of Life, while mi 
nutes, hours and days crowd on in 
undiſturbed ſucceſſion. | But, Oh who 
can give us a Juſt Idea of. Eternity! 
That boundleſs. and myſterious (ams 
thing, which no Philoſophy can deſcribe. 
Tis beyond the reach 0 the molt pier- 
cing — induſtrious Wit, to make if 
coveries, in that unknown Region we 
fail round the Coaſts of Time with 
Pleaſure, becauſe we have them ab 
ways 


frighted than alt I EF by _ A wild | 
fi Here in world, our | 
— yy cateniainad wh b the — 


and ev — _ Feen 

in og Lectures of mortality. — 
what is there in all the mighty croud 
of Shadows and Similitudes, that can 
delineate 19. us the juſt image of Far. 
2 nt 2 Water to the 


ee 


——— ebm 0 1 
af Time und Retraite)? We feadi y con 
ceive what it is to haue in od, ech 
we every day bebold the end of ſomes 
ching. a how to trace "the fobts 
ſteps of eternal duration, We n 
be ignorant, ſinee we Ta find not 
like it in all the f 

bilities: What Plato {ays d, ma 
be ſaid of. Rternity, Where, we kd 
not, mbat it i not, me mi The-mote 
we ' conſider: the-yeats of. Eternity, the 
more we may. z; our entiuiries 9 not 
in knowledge, bit in Amazement and 
Surprize. Fet ſtill chere is 4 great 
advantage in thinking of chat untf 
ed ſtate. Whatever bs tlie method o 
Eternity, „ yet Death and Change -W6 
are ſure are Excluded thencc. When 
once we ihave done with this uncers 
tain World; have run che :eourſe of 
Providence; and gone through all the 
deſtined changes of our 2 hers 
have bid adieu to Time, are no long 
er to taſte its Pleaſures r uttend id 
Vanities 2 Have paſſee: the Tren 

0 


Gates eath, We -have-ans Habitat 
on reſerved in au eternal ſol 


— P * 


For Ever. Oh my Soul, does not that 
thought ſurpriſe and ſtartle thee, 
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and rouſe up thy drouſie concern for 
future Happineſs. Thou haſt need 


to be continually preparing for that 
exaleſs World, that is to follow zhzs, 
and laying in a large proviſion of 
Innocence and Repentance, ow in 
time, That thou mayſt be ſecure of a 


nity. As the Tree falls, ſo it lies; 
This World is zothing bat mutations, 
che next hath zone. If we have 

ſome intervals of ill fortune in this 
reat Life, they are ſweetne d ſtill by the 
try: conſideration of the inconſtancy of 
FW humane affairs, and that as one chance 
e has made us wretched, another may 
hen reftore us happy : And if the gloomy- 
ers WW neſs of our temporal troubles be 
ſometimes ſtruck ſuddenly with an 
interpoſing ray of Happineſs, we are 
reaſonably ftill afraid of our return- 
ing miſery ; becauſe the wheel goes 
round, and he that is to day a So- 


S883 E142 


row . But when Death has born us 
hence, we enter next upon a ftate 
that {ball never end or alter; we ſee 

H at 
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happy ſhare in the hereafter of Eter- 


veraign may be a Galley Slave to mor- 
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at one view, both how it i and hall: 


be with , us, and once for all, we 


embrace our alloted habitation; 


1 may ſucceſsfully lay in for 6 600 


whether it be of joy or whether 


it be of miſery, the jo ſhall be 


Eternal, and the miſery ſhall have no 
End. When Millions of Ages are 
conſumed, another Million, tor eve- 
ry moment in thoſe proceeding Ages, 
is yet to come, and when thoſe al. 
ſo are expired, there are till ten 
Thouſand times as many more be. 
hind, and thoſe too concluded, the 
Nate is yet as far from ending as when 
it firſt begun. Lord, when thou ſhalt 
ſee it fit to call me off to that unli- 
mited For Ever , which attends the 
very firſt ſteps I ſhall take beyond 
the line of frail mortality, Oh place 
me in the Bright and Glorious Regi. 
on of departe Happy Souls, where 
Sin and Sorrow {hall be no more; 
where, as Time is ſwallowed up of 
Eternity, ſo Sin is for ever ſupplan- 
ted by triumphant Holineſs, and Af- 
flition by conſummate Happineſs. Lord 
give me Grace ſo to expend the few 
moments of this uncertain Life, that 


ſel 


fed Eternity, and do what thou would. =» K 
eſt have me do, and be what thou 
wouldſt have me be; that after a 
ſhort and Pious converſation en Earth 

I may enter into the Joy of my Lord, 

the everlaſting glories of thy right 

hand in Heaven. 0 
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to the ſelf Conceit, the Pride, the 
Vanity, and Affectation, the Malice 
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Of Riches, that they are the incentive 


How many 
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of Vice and Miſcheif. 


Ord, what a fad retinue have 
L the bags of a wealthy Man 

ifferent crimes and vi. 
ces wait at his Levee ! He that make; 
haſt to be rich ſhall not be innocent; 
ſays the Royal Moraliſt. And in. 
deed *tis hardly poſſible he ſhould: 
For he that has fixed his reſolutions 
to be great and wealthy, muſt have 
melted down his Conſcience into 
Gold and Silver ; muſt boggle atno- 
thing that may advance his Intereſts, 
and fill his greedy Cheſts : And 
withall he muſt be a ſlave to the vices 
of other men, as well as to his own ; 


and Revenge of (ome ; to the Luſt, 
the Covetouſneſs, the Heng or 44 
Debaucheries of others. He m rw 

| ſtart 


fart at Diſhonour and Diſhoneſty, 
at Oppreſſion and Villany, who wil 
be Rich, and will be quickly ſo. Nor 
is there leſs opportunity of being vi- 
cious, or leſs temptation to it, in the 
exjoyment of a plentiful Fortune, than 
in the methods and projects of obtain. 
ing it. The poor Man | is kept by his 
neceſſity from many evil deſires and 
evil actions, . which others have to 
account for. He ftarves his wices y; 
and is or ſeems to be ſometimes virtu- 
ous and ſober, becauſe he cannot go to 
the coſt of being other wiſe, or Wants 
Intereſt or Money to buye rempt ion... 
But Riches and Eaſe are the moira- 
mentu malorum, the Orators to Sin 
= Miſchief, that ſet the World on 

fire, and diſturb the peace of the Grea- 
tion: The lone f mone) is ile Faok of, in 6 
al evii, Wealth gives riſe; to FoWer, 16. 
and Power exerts it ſelf in Ambition; 
and Pride. Fran meyice che mur jam. 4. 
and fightings among us Came "—_ Ly 2. 
hence, even of our luſts, that. war in 
members ? "we luft and have not; we ki 


tions 


have 


into 
at no- 
reſts, 

And 
Vices 
wn; 
„ the 
Aalice 
Luſt, 


„or and deſire to have, and cannot lan. 
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That haſt coſt the lives of ſo many 
Millions of Men, and the ruin of fo 
many beautiful Countries, and flow 
—_— Nations, in all ages of the 
world ; that has broke thro well con- 
ſtituted Governments , and like a 
Torrent over-run whole Provinces, 
and laid waſt the moſt charmin 
Scenes of Nature: And I fear too ma. 
ny Men may charge the deſire and 
poſſeſſion of Riches, with a greater 
miſchief than all theſe, the eternal 

Damnation of their Souls, becauſe 

thoſe vices which effect it often flow 

from thence. For Gluttony and 
Drunkeneſs, Pride and Luxry, Lufi 

and Gaiming, Faction and Diſobedi- e 
ence, Injury and Oppreſſion, Anger s ic 
and Revenge, Sloathfulneſs and In- the 
difference in preparation for another The 
world, are al : of the. 9 of os 
pring of this fruitful miſchief. Ful- 

_ neſs of Bread, DT the tans ah ol Sed 
Inglorious Eaſe, emaſculate mens not 
minds, and ſoften them, to a degree i On 
that renders them but «/eleſs * Ver 


— 


if not a fatal poyſon to their Country. 
A Man who is in poſſeſſion of a fair 
Eſtate, and has the brighteſt ſmiles of 
Fortune ſhining on him, to ripen an 
indulgent peace, my ſtill be Innocent, 
and bear a noble and an honeſt Ge- 
nius, may live N in his pri- 
vate, and be a bleſſing in his pub/ick 
converſation ; but ſtill he {ball never 
want very ſtrong incitements, and 
very powerful encouragements to be 
otherwiſe. _ The natural tendency of 
Riches is evil. He has need of a ſtand- 
ing force of virtue, to reſiſt the allu- 
ring advantages of being vicious. He 
muſt be ever-upon his guard, and call 
up all his reſolution to defend him; 
and indeed, if he will be ſaved at 
laſt, he muſt ſtorm Heaven with 
greater courage than others. The Gate 
is ſo much ſtraiter to Him, than to 
the poorer crouds that- enter there. 
The love of this world is by fo much 
a far ſtronger oppolition to his eternal 
intereſt, as he enjoys it, and is indul- 
ged by it the more. A Poor Man is 
not ſo much in love with his porti- 
on in this life, which conſiſts in po- 
verty, miſery, and want; as the rich 

H 4 and 
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with fatneſs, and who has mare than 

heart can wiſh, and whois pleaſed with 

and chained to his darling enjoyments, 

» Tim. 4+ Demas forſook Chriſtianity having 
" loved this preſent world, St. Paul gives 
us fair warning of the deceitfulneſs of 
Riches, in his firſt Epiſtle to Timothy; 

where he adviſes, That having food 

1 Tim. 6.* and raiment, we should be therewith 
8, 9, 10. content; but they that will be rich, fal 
into temptation and a ſnare, and into mam 
foolich and hurtful laſts, which drow 
men in deſtructian and perdition. For the 
love of money is the root of all evil : which 
while ſome coveted after, they have err d 
from the faith, and pierced themſelvei 
through with many ſorrows. Oh my Soul, 
be it ever thy Ks to be rather poor 
aud innocent, than rich and guiliy; thou 
ſeeſt the hazards of that ſlippery 
precipice, that glittering Rock of 
Wealth and Honour; thou canſt not 
but obſerve innumerable carcaſſes of 
Men daſh'd to pieces at the bottom: 
Thou canſt not but obſerve how. 
hard it is to keep ones feet in this un- 
faithful road, and that a Chriſtian 
has never more need to be ey o 
345 20 


| The Miſchief of Riches. 105 


than when he preſumes to, truſt him- 
ſelf in a way of ſo much danger to his 
Morals, by nothing ſooner corrupted 


than Proſperity. . Let an honeſt Mind 


and a clear Conſcience, be my ſafe- 
guard, That neither the gering riches, 
nor the ſing them may be criminal 
in me ; but that if God ſhall pleaſe to 
entruſt me with the good things of 
this world, let me keep ſo ſtrict a 
guard upon my principals and pra- 
iſes, That it may be always my en- 
deavoar, what the Poet affiritis t6 be 
the happineſs ofa Good Man; 


Nil conſcire ſibi, nulla palleſcere calpd. 
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To eee ſit 
M E D. XXII. gro 

Tube Cares that attend the deſires of 
Onfider, Oh my Soul, in this * 
one point, the vanity of Riches ; age 
they are inſeparable from a world to 
of care and trouble. They are not poſ 
to be gotten without much toil, nor hin 
kept without continual fear, nor ſin! 
loſt without a ſenſible affliction. The pre 
more we deſire and love them, the ſel; 
more vigourouſly are our paſſions as 
concerned in the getting or preſerving of 
them, and ſo much the more pun- Gr 
gent is our grief if any misfortune i wl 


deprive or balk us of them ; ask the Hi 
Man that labours to be wealthy, fa 
what is his deſign and end in all this th 
mighty endeavour ; he will ſay (if th 
he be ſo wiſe to alledge the beſt ex- hi 


cuſe,) that he may live at eaſe and V 
enjoy himſelf in his old Age, reſpe- 41 
cted by his Neighbours, and out of al 
fear of Poverty and Want, Poor e. 


watch f 


or 


ch 


wretch ! how ill does this propoſal 
ſuit with the circumſtances and ne- 
ceſſity of times! The love of Money 
grows with the ſucceſs of getting it; 


Creſeit Dyrus Hydrops = 


where and when will he ſtop his car- 
rear of covetous Ambition? what 
age aſſigns he, when he will begin 
to be wile, and enter upon the pro- 
poſed enjoyment of himſelf ? Obſerve 
him, how he toils and ſweats at bu- 
ſinſs, is always caring, contriving, 
projecting, and ſcarce allows him- 
ſelf time to Eat and Drink, ſo much 
as Life and Nature'ask. Take notice 
of him in his ſervile attendance on 
Great Men; what early viſing, 
what running up and down, what 
Hing, what flatteries, what grating; 
fabmiſſions it coſts him, to procure 
their favour, and do them ſervice at 
the expence of his .own body, and 
His own eaſe. And how. comes the 
Man to be ſo laviſh of his preſent ref 
and quiet, who avows the delign of 
all his Induſtry terminates in reſt and 
eaſe to come? why takes he ſo much. 
pains to oblige the Great and Rene 
: * { | 
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* whileſt thereby he muſt RE" 
rily diſorder and diſturb Hhiarſelf? that 
15 which he ſo labours to enjoy here- 


after, that ſelf, which is to be indul- 


ged in future eaſe, and is the ſubject 
of his conftant kindeſt wiſhes. Why 
ſweats he ſo to ſerve another Man, 

but becauſe that mans Power and In- 
tereſt muſt ſerve him? he does not 
fawnandflatter, and toil on the great 


Man's behalf for nought : Intereſt 


drives him to dependance, that what 


the directer tugging and rowing 
of induſtry will not do, may be brought 


about by the gentle Bae wid of fa. 
vonur. Obſerve him on his Pillow, how 


he turns and toſſes, what wearied 


bones he carries late at night to bed. 


Obſervehow he lies waking ,andthink- 


255 and plodding, fleeps little, reſts 
riſes early again to his beloved 


Mammon, and what a world of ſolli- 
citude he beſtows hourly to guard his 
„Wealth, and to encreaſe it The ſleep. 


of a labouring man is ſweet, whether he 
eat little or. much, but the cbantence of 


the rich will uot ſ⸗ affer him to fleep. Mi- 


ſerable wretch, that ſtarves in the 


midſt of Plenty; and is «xeafe, in the 


midft of all his ſuppoſed * 
or 
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for Eaſe and Pleaſure, Tlie labour- 
ing Hind, that eats no bread, but what 
he {weats for, (yet in an honeſt way,) 
fees chearfully the riſing and the ſet- 
= Sun begin and end his dayly task, 
and well contented with his lot, (as 
having no further ambition, than that 
which nature teaches, the defire of 
living) as well fatisfied if his labour 
merit but juſt ſo much, as may feed 
and cloath himſelf, and his family, and 
diſcharge him to his Landlord: He 
works chearfully, eats heartily, lives 
healthfully, and ſleeps ſecurely, and 
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it by far more ſweetly, than the cove- 
7 tous rich Man, who every minute fears 
* the villany of night-walkers, or is al- 
ck Ways laying in ſupplies to have that 
J. fear encreaſed. Now which is 2e 
oY happier Man? He that has but little in 
s eſſion, and yet enjoys himſelf a- 
d greeably at preſent; or he that rolling 
1 in his ſtores of wealth, is ever toilling, 


thoughtful, and immerſt in cares, not 
how to live 70 parpoſe now, but how 
to enjoy himſelf, he knows not nen? 
He labours it may be forty careful 
years, of the beſt, the healthieſt, the 
moſt comfortable part of his life, and 
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in that Scene of time, that is moſt | &1 
proper for the enjoyment of what 8 
pleaſures a Man can give himſelf in 
this world; and all this, only that 
he may live without care, the ſpace 
of ſix, ſeven or ten years at moſt, in 
his feeble and decrepit age; when 
diſeaſes and infirmities, and the lean 
remains of a body broken with inceſ- 
fant labours, countermine all his plot- 
ted ſatisfactions, and render him unca- 
pable of any comfort from them. But, 
(fool that he 5) who told himthathe 
ſhould /ive to be old ? whois it has en- 
{ured his life? Death will not ſtay in 
compliment to his Wealth and the en- 
Mm joyment of it; and there are odds by 
Y thouſands of thoſe that die in the vi- 
1 gour of their youth and ſtrength, to thoſe 
= that gradually ſink into the Grave; and 
whom nature leads gently by the hand 
to another world. The rich Manin 
the Goſpel, that was almoſt buried in 
the large encreaſe of his own Farms 
(an omen that the graſs of them ſhould 
ere long grow over him,) and was la- 
mentably perplexed to diſpoſe of this 
Joyful Crop of Providence; his Barns 
would not hold it, and he found 2 
. e 


ſelf obliged to rebuild them larger 
than before; and, ſays he, 7 ory 
to m ſoul, ſoul, thou haſt goods laid up 
for many years, tale thins eaſe, eat, drink 
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and be merry: This Man ſurely would 


be very much ſtartled, when God Al- 


mighty ſaid to him, in the midſt of all 
theſe hopes and enjoyments; thau fool, 
this night ſhall thy ſoul be required of 
thee ; then whoſe ſhall thoſe things be 
which thou haſt provided? Little did he 


v. 20. 


think to meet his fate ſo ſoon, and that 


death would cut him ſhort in the very 
dawning of his Eaſe and Luxury. 
*I'was wiſely done of ANACREON, 


when POLTCRATES Tyrant of 


Samos made hima preſent of five Ta- 


| Tents, (which he found ſo troubleſome 


a kindneſs, that he could not get a mi- 
nutes ſleep for two nights after) to 
carry it back to his Patron, as a ſum, 


which however conſiderable zz its ſelf, 


was not an equal price for the trouble 
of keeping it. A wiſe and generous 
thought; for it Riches bring a great 
many advantages, they rob us of rhat 


which would make up for the want 


of all, and is very much preferable to 
them, and that is Contentment and N. 
T2 „ 1 


Lord give me firſt the eternal riches 
KF ©.» of thy Grace, let me thirſt for them, 
MB and care for them, and then Lord deal 

with me in temporal. riches as thou 


God and his righteonſaſs,and to be con 
— with ſo inch _ theworld asthou 
ſhalt pleaſe to layout for me, with my 
moderate and warrantable caring ; Reſt- 
ing ever aſſured, that tho the world- 
ling get much more, it is at the ex- 
pence of a careful head, and an aking 
heart; but that ſtill the maxim of thy 
inſpired Apoſtle may be mine; That 
Tim. 6. Codlineſs, with contentment , is great 
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Mat:6.33. Wilt. Help me to ſeek firſt the Kjngdom 
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V p. Ain. 
The Pride and Hanght ineſs of Rich Men. 


Ow difficult is it, when we are 

L 4 indulged in Proſperity and a 
welling Purſe, to preſerve an even and 
becoming temper | To remember our 
ſelves fall to be but men, and that our 
poor Brethren beyond whom we are 
entruſted with ſo great advantages, 
are made up of the ſame clay, and were 
as truly created in the Inage of God, as 
weour ſelves were! How rare a Jew- 
el is a rich and humble man! Poverty 
generally makes men courteous, mild, 
and condeſcending; wealth on the con- 
trary ſours thoſe virtues, and renders 
us proud and haughty, and uncharita- 
ble. It is therefore a wiſe caution, 
which St. Paul orders Timoti to give 
the Rich and ProſperousChriſtian, That 
he be not high minded, nor truſt in un- 
certain Riches, we are apt to preſume 
upon 
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1 Tim. 6 
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upon our full bags, that we have more 
of God's favour, ' or are deſign'd for 
greater things in the world than others: 
Nay ſuch fools we are, that we are 
apt to fancy our ſelves wiſer and more 
learned, as we grow richer.” That the 
poſſeſſion of wealth and honour is a 
kind of Delphic tripod, to inſpire us 
with Oracles, and that all we ſay or 
do ought to be received. Solamon tells 
Prot. 28. US that the rich mar is wiſe in his own 
it. Couceit, but 4 poor man that hath under. 
fanding, fearcheth him out... The one 
is clogg'd and'{welled up with the fat 
of caſe and plenty ; but the other, 
however kan and poor his body 1s, 
his mind ſees often clearer, and judges 
5 more ſenſibly of things. He ſees the 
the vanity of his pamper A Patron, and 
no doubt reſents it with many a con- I ter. 
remptuous ſmile. But it were well, if qua 
" this were all the inconvenience a I ing 
poor man meets with from the great. face 
and powerful. He keeps a certain au- fer 
full ſtate, he bears a menacing and I ina 
haughty brow, is inacceſſable but up 
with fear and reverence, with great ny 
ſervility and waiting; and ſhewes | firo 
Prov. 13. the Great Man, in every ſtep he || bou 
23. | | moves 
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moves, in every word he ſpeaks. 


Nor is this | {till the worſt. Rich 


Men are full of violence; they are Mic. 6. if. 


willing to think all their own, which 


they deſire ſhould be ſo. Poor Naboth «ing 3 
is not able to graple with the cove- 
touſneſs of a potent Ahab, and the 


cruelty of his Jezabel, Whence 1s 
oppreſſion , but from the inſatiable 
deſire of increaſing Riches : Much 
woala have more, and tis very dange- 
rous to truſt power in the hands of 

a Coveteous Man. Do not rich men 
ment ſeats ? ſaid St. James to ſome in 
his time, who were dazled with the 
luſter of thoſe golden images, and 
apt to fall down and worſhip them 
with the Crowd. How hard a mat- 
ter is it to manage both fortunes e- 
qually, with a prudent and becom- 
ing conduct! many a man that out 
faces, with reſolution enough, the 
fierceſt ſtorm of adverſity, yet periſhes 
in a calm; and having gallantly bore 
up againſt winds and waves for ma-, 
ny leagues , thro an unquiet boi- 
ftrous Sea, yet ſinks at laſt in har- 

bour. Some*'may perhaps be found, 
3 $14 of that 


oppreſs you, and draw you before the judg- Jam. 2. 6. 
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that are able to bear afflictions lite 
men, like Chriſtians, and Philoſophers, 
but very few are found to have as 
good ſucceſs in the management of 
a ſmooth and flowing fortune.” Tis an 
extraordinary motto of my Lord 
Winchelſey's | 


[Adverſis major, par ſecundus.] 


and he ſeems to have had 4 great and "oo 
gallant Spirit, who firſt aſſumed it. 
Wealth and Honour are obſerved ve- 
ry much to corrupt the manners of 
the world, and he that, in a nen or 
moderate eſtate, was free and affable, | ——- 
devout and humble, good natured, ge- 
nerous and charitable, when a full tide 
of Wealth rolls in upon him, is not 
able to keep his feet, but is ſudden- 
ly and ſtrangely changed from what 
he was; and grown moroſe, opinio- 
native and haughty, ſevere and hard 
hearted, careleſs of his duty to God, 
1 and as inſolent in his behaviour to 
1 his neighbour. Lord, I beſeech thee 
F give me grace to govern my other- - 
wiſe unmanageable Soul. Let neither 
the roughnels of affliction and mo 
| rive 


drive me from my hopes in thee; 
Nor the ſoothing indulgent hand of 
thy providence make me forget my - ©” 7, . 5 
duty. Lord give me an even and a M ole E 


every change of affairs, and be truly: ul Sha 


Chriſtian in them all: For without © 2 = 


M E D. XXIV. 
Of Covetouſneſs. | 


Ten me, Oh my Soul, tell if. 


thou canſt, what advantage 

has the Covetous Worldling of all his 
ſhining heaps ? What is there in his 
condition that deſerves to be envied ? 
Is it that he has ſcraped together, by 
the tedious induſtry of his whole Life, 
ſo many bags of Gold and Silver 
duſt, and withal ſo great a treaſure 
of Vanity, Sin and Folly ? Is it that 
he has fill'd his Coffers with proviſion 
_ , for a ſtinging conſcience, and laid up 
* * wrath againſt the day of wrath and revela- 
tion ks righteous Judgement of God. 
Thinks he that his oppreſſion and cru- 


4 elty, and all that mighty catalogue 
5 of Sins he has to anſwer for, may be 
1 bought off by his wealth, and forgot- 
5 ten by the magick of a bribe, in the 
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hearts {hall be diſcloſed, Anh. every! 
Man, ſhall. receive acaording to his 
works? No, Death has! no occaſion; 
for his Mony; let it periſh with him; 
nor can both Iudies buye him one mi- 
nute of time in this world, or pro- 
cure him an arreſt of Judgement in 


- 


the world 4 o, Riches ſhall nat de- Proyet 7. 4 


liver him in the day of. wrath. The 
merits of a crucified Sawioxr; and the 
innocence of a clear Conſcience, are 
the only powerful bribe in the Court 

of Heaven. What benefit then has 

the Miſer of all his Wealth? It can 
neither ſecure his Eaſe, or Life, or 
Happineſs in this world) or the 

next, He is ever getting, but he is 

ever deſiring; inſatiable. His appetite, 

and endleſs are his Cares : ] and: all this 

for an enjoyment that will turn ta no 


account: for the meagre: Uſurer 


ſtarves amidſt his Golden Mines he 


the Idol, and dares not profane the 
awful Mammom, by melting it dowi 
to the neceſſary. uſes of Life: My t. 
Soul, be not thou endious when one is oe A 
made Rich when the gloryaf bis houſe in eu- 11 
„„ ereaſed 
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creaſed. For when he dies, he ſhall carrj 
nothing away, his glory ſhall not deſtend 

_ after him. To no purpoſe is that wild 
ambition of being Rich and Great in 
this world, and the vanity of thoſe 
v. 11, whoſe' inward thought is, that their hou 8 
ſhall continue for ever, and their dwelling 
laces to all Generations; and that tall 

v. 14, their Lands after their own names. Like 
ſheep they are laid in the grave, Death 

La {ball feed on them. For wiſe Men dit like. 
wiſſe the fool ani the bruitish perſon pe-. 
rich, and leave their wealth to others. 
What the Covetous Father hath ſcrap- 

ed together in ſo many years, may be 

ſpent by the Prodigal Heir, perhaps 

. in "Ig . a - 5 as tlie 
4% mighty treaſure, which King Herr 
naged by his Son, King Henry the 
Eight. The moſt careful and plod- 
ding wretch can carry nothing away 
| with him zus he came forth of his Mothers 
Prov-5-15 womb, naked shall he return to go as he 
came, and Shall take nothing of his La- 
hour which,he may carry away in his hand. 
Prove2.1s le muſt; teave it to the May that Shall 
Le after him; and who knows whether he 
4. be wiſe Mayor felt Bus this 
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Of Covetouſneſs. 121 
5 is not all; St. James tells him of 
TA à further account he has to make, 
and another argument of the vanity 
of his pains. Tour Riches are corrupt: 
ed, and your Garments are moth eaten; 19% 5. 2 
Your Gold and your Silver is cankerd, * 
and the ruſt of them Shall be a witneſs a- 
gainſt jou; Te have heaped treaſure to- 
gether for the laſt days. If he ſin d not 
In gering them, (which is hard to 
think) its certain he ſins in not uſing 
them : And that fin muſt be account- 
ed for at the- day of Judgment, when 
God Almighty ſhall examine into the 

improvement of our Talents. Is the Co- 
vetous Rich Man then to be envied, 
becauſe he pretends to be well pro- 
vided againſt poverty and misfortunes 
in this Life? were he really fo, he 
might perhaps be envied; but alaſs 
the wretch that has cheated fo many 
others in the getting Riches, has all 
along moſt egregioully cheated him- 
ſelf in the deſig and end of this Golden 
roject. The hazards of Fire, of Rob- 
dery, of Civil War, or revolution in 
the Government, may deprive him of 
all in an inſtant ; and where's then his 


t this fancied ſecurity againſt misfortunes ? 


"Tis 


a> Of Covetouſveſe. 
*Tisa vain notion that Men have got, 
that money is an all powerful Guardi- 

an from Evilsand Infelicity; for Maus 

, Luke 22. Life conſiſts not in the abundance of things + T 


me” which he poſſeſſes. * "Truſt thou in God, 
? Oh my Soul, rely upon him for relief 
F ; in all thy preſent wants, and for de- 
. fence againſt all future contingencies; 


Heb. zz. . let my converſation be without covetouſ- 
ef, and let me be content with, ſuch. 

things as I have; for he has ſaid, I 

will never leave thee, nor forſake, 

thee. And this Promiſe ſhall be inſtead. 

of all the wealth in nature tome. 


ME D. 
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M E . XXV. 8 52 | — ihe 
75 Of Riches : That they make as forget _ 


Eternity. 
e 


Ave me neither Poverty nor Riches, prov. 30. 
* but feed me with food convenient 8, » © 
for me: Leſt ] be full and deny thee, 
and ſay who is the Lord; andleſt I be poor 
and. fteal, aud take the name of my God 
in vain. A wie and generous win! 
Prudent Agur foreſaw the danger of 
both extreams, and that Riches as 
| wWell as Poverty have their particular 
5 temptations attending, and lay a Man 
open to particular fins and vices. If Al- 
mighty God bleſs us in the world with 
the temporary favours of this Life; 
many days, full bags, a fair eſtate, a 
flouriſhing family, a load of honqurs 
and prefer ments, and whatever ele 
our ambitions hearts can wiſh, we are 
apt to indulge our ſelves too greedily 
je g | "7x1 * pe 
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in the pleaſing ſweets of what we en⸗ 


joy, to ſwallow up Faith in Sence; 


to diſregard the inviſible happineſs _ 


are taught to expect beyond death, 
in the ſerene and quiet regions of eter- 
nal glory, for the ſake of a few fading 


and uncertain, but viſible and flat rering 


1 II n. 10. 


a thouſand afflictions in Earth, that 


enjoyments inthe preſentScene of time 
and vanity. The deceitfulneſs of 
Riches chokes our care for the world 


to come, and ſtrangles in the birth 


our thoughts of preparation for that ſpi- 
ritual Kingdom, the eye of Faith preſents 
us with at diſtance. Things preſent 


do fo oblige the ſenſual Voluptuary, 


that he has no leaſure or no heart to 
think of delights (tho? more refined) 
yet future 48 unpoſſeſſed. So pleaſe 

is he with the entertainment this kind 
world affords him, that here he ſets 
up his reſt, congratulates his preſent 


felicity, hugs himſelf in eaſe and plen- 
ty, and willingly and with a thought- 
leſs ſmile reſigns the proſecution of 
Eternal Intereſt in Heaven, to thoſe 


mortiſied Pilgrims, that ſtruggle thro? 


Labour with a deriſion of aa impious 
Age, and want that wealth, that eaſe 


and 
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0 Rich! 


and honour, he enjoys. Dull Epi- 
cure! How ſhort ſighted are his Po- 
liticks! who. conſiders not, that all 
theſe Enjoyments are but for a time, 
a Golden dream, that flatters him out 
of durable and ſolid pleaſures, with a 
few glorious trifles. How ſadly will 
he reſent it, when he awakes and finds 
himſelf deceived, when all his bags 
are vaniſhed, and only the weight of 
them remains upon his reflecting 
thoughts, and helps to fink him deep- 


er into torments! Miſerable Wretch, 


that could expect his wealth would 
laſt for ever! Riches are not for ever; Prov. 27- 
Alaſs they do but flatter us for a © 


while they make themſelves wings, they Prov. 23.5 
fo away as an Eagle towards Heaven. The 1 Tim. 6- 


Apoſtle has warn'd us, hat we truft not . 
in uncertain Riches ; For the Sun is no PR 


ſooner riſen, ſaith St. James with a burn- 


ing heat but it withereth the graſs, and the 
flower thereof falleth,and the faſhion there 
of perisheth, So alſo shall the Rich Man 
fade away in his mays. Surely then it is 
the neareſt way to wiſdom, to get an 
intereſt in God and his Chriſt; to 
make ſure of our part in Paradice, 
( whatever was the opinion of that 
N IlImpious 


* 


. ” YI Fern ty 2 n R 6 4 70Y 
* & * * "EN * * FE . n Y "R 4 ? * y * VOY 2 a F N : 1 ** 7 7. ARR * 1 

7 + % Nn 2 8 N 1 „ * 1 « . 4 X49 * os * ME * PF, 
i 5 . WF o a ws F SN 
* 4 N - 3 * * 4 0 1 * Ss. % 1 * * 
12 _ #pat Riche Make WS ñð 
- | N. ' : f 7 "7 

Ta \ : ” " 


Impious French N obleman, who pre. 
Ich. 2. ferred his part in Paris before it, 
| x35Q and to take perpetual care, that the 
: 1 love of this world do not ſo prevail 
on our affections, as to cheat us of the 
more durable riches of Righteouſneſs, 
and the Glories of the Life to come 
5 | and while Riches do moſt abound 
= - | with us, let that terrible contempla- 
| 2 tion of our Saviour's be ever in our 
Mark. 10. minds, How hardly ſhall they that have 


23,24 ; ; 
18 Riches, enter into the Kingdom of God! 
* N 1 


ME PD. | XXVI. 
That Riches make us forget God who 


gave them. 5 


1: 
IP 


FS Neratitude too often accompanies 

'B falneſs. When Plenty flows in 

upon us anda mighty torrent of good 

fortune rolls towards us,we are tooapt 

to forget the fountain whence it comes; 
and to ſay the power and the might of mine, 


hand 
9 : 


pho 


lies 

in 
)od 
apt 
nes, 


ine 


and 


Porget God who gave them. 
bund bas gotten me all this wealth; and 
to applaud our own Induſtry, and cut. *- 
Policy, and Succeſs. Nay, we can 


be grateful too to our mortal friends 
and acquaintance, by whole intereſt 
or aſſiſtance we have gained our Ends. 
We can be thankful to any kind aſſiſt- 
ing power but the greateſt, and to any 
friend but the bz/f. We can acknow- 
ledge all favours, but thoſe that come 
from Almighty God, and with great h- 
mility and gratitude, reflect on any 
helping hand, but his. When Men are 


ſinking in adverſity, look pale and lean 


with Poverty and want, they can find 
the way to Heaven with prayers and 
ſighs and tears, for redreſs ; affliction 


brings them on their knees, and moves 


their heart and tongue with a becom- 


ingPiety. Even a moderate Fortune keeps 


teaches them to acknowledge God, 


if it be but from the mercenary hopes 


of riſing higher. But the danger of 
all, is in a very plenteous fierce of 


tempter than a good Eſtate, and the 


} 


them pretty well to their duty, and 


the good things of this world; then is- 
the Chriſtian tryed to purpoſe, for 
ſurely there cannot be a more violent 
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10, 


v 11, which thou buildeſt not; and houſes yl 
4 


J. 12. not, &c. 


many years to Liberty, had free d them 


from a miſerable bondage, and by the 


direction and aſſiſtance of God, had 


brought them out of the power of a 


ſtern oppreſſive Tyrant, in order to 
the ſetling them into a common wealth 
in a promiſed Land, a Land of Plea- 
ſures, and a ſtate of Riches, Honour 
and independance; was too well ac- 
quainted with that turbulent and in- 


conſtant people, not to foreſee the ſad 


effect proſperity might have upon 


them. How many pathet ick exhor- 
tations does he make thern to obedience, 


as an Antidote againſt thePoyſon of 


Deut. 6. a ſettled ſtate ? When the Lord thy God, 
ſays he, Hall have brought thee into the 


land which he ſware unto thy Fathers, 
— to give thee great and goodly Cities 


of all good things which thou filledſt 
| When thou shalt have 
eaten and be full; then beware left thou 


forget the Lord, &c. and again a Chap- 


Deut-$-3 ter or two after, Beware that thou for- 


get not the Lord thy God; in not keeping 
8 


A _ WII A * = * PO * ET "- - 4065 - wy" EYED 54 3 
* 1 BN : ks 4th. ; vi TY * * OY” . 8 . 88 p . . — * * * Þ.. » (n; 
R a; * vo ; I % p 1 > I ' ; | 85 4 | : 1 
"4&3 * wh 4 * WA — 9 714 * $3 9 2. : 
"i 5 * k f 0 : 
H ws # - 7 . N ä 3 5 . 
N q o * " - 1 * 4 . % % E2 
1 0 5 : N a cn 7 ; 4 5 
© < 4 4 N - | * * * : ny * 
1 N N 
x * 
KT 


ſmoothneſs of a flouriſhing conditions 
The Great and Venerable Moſes, who 
had led on the Children of Iſrael ſo 


— 


* . ” 
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ed, &c. Then thy heart be lifted up, 


and thou forget the Lord thy God; —— 


and thou ſay in thine heart, my power, 
and the might of my hand hath gotten me 


this wealth: But thou shalt remember the 


leber that make ur, Ke. 129 
his commanilnents,” & c. Leſt when thou Deut. 8. 
haſt eaten and art full, and haſt built 
gooaly houſes, and haſt dwelt therein, and 
when thy herds and thy flocks multiply, 
and thy Silver and thy Gold is multipli- 


" 3th 


Lord thy God, for it is he that giveth 


thee power to get wealth, &c. Great 


reaſon had he for theſe ſolemn and re- 
peated cautions ;- the heart of Man is 


naturally ungrateful, and ſloth, pride, 


careleſſneſs, and unthankfulneſs are the 
uſual poſture of a full and pampered 
Soul: Lord if thou ſhalt pleaſe to keep 
me poor and mean and miſerable, I 
will till bleſs thee; for it may be in 
mercy to my Weakneſs, that thou, 
who kzoweſt me, better then I know my 


ſelf, wilt not truſt me with proſpe- 
rity, leſt I be full and deny thee and 
ſay, who is the Lord? But if thou 


ſhalt pleaſe to try me with an afflu- 


ence of Good Fortune; give me 
ſtrength to weather out that ſharpeſt 


ſtorm; and let me ever humbly ac- 
: | K knowledge 
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1 ̃0 Cron. 29. knowledge with, thy ſervant David; 
that both Riches and honour come of thee, | 
L A ᷑nd in thine hand it ig to male great aul 
© e ſtrength anto all. \. . 4 
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That Piety and C barity are the trueſt. 
| t | Riches. 49% 155K 15 


Pf. 3 J. 25. Have been Joung and now am Old, 
N (ſaid holy David) yet have I not 
ſeen the Rigeteous forſaken, nor his ſeed 
| begging bread. The Righteoas, that 
is the Charitable, as appears by his 
next words, he is ever merciful, and 
lendeth, and N uy ed. Al | 
py Man indeed, that lays up mòote 
| compaſſionate liberality, than the 
covetous do, with all their labour and 
ſolicitude. This is a ſecurity to pur- 
poſe againſt misfortunes and miſeries, 
an uſury to be indeed envied. To put 
out our Money in the Bank of Hea- 
k Ws | ; Ven, | 


. 


. «the ne Riobbo.” 
ts, the Exchequer! of the Poke 2Cor.g.6, 
ſuch large increaſe when- 

a e want it, is a way of im- 
Ws, DROVE ment the plodding Miſer never Le. 
IT thin of bur he thathastryed ; ir would 
not exchange advantages with him, on | 
any terms whatever. To give to, the 8 
poor is but to lend out to God Almigh- Prov. 19. 
ty, and we ſhall certainly receive it 17. Wo 
back with honour and profit in due 
time, Would any Man be Rich, 
this is che »#areft way to be ſo, the 
: Wl Honefteſ® and the ſureſt too: For; Deut. 13. 
J Charity entails a bleſſing upon all our 10. 
N cher juſt methods of thriving in the 
Md; world. Did the Covetous Man but un- 
not _— this noble intereſt. He would 
ſeed, I be: charitable out of pure Avariceand 
hat prodiga hy near; as the likelieſt means 
s il ka his greedy bags, and enlarge 
pare * Rading Eſtate: He would give 
that he might receive more, 
and i he could do it fo very conſiſtent- 
ly with his other deſigns, would take 
all imaginable care to keep fair with 
God Almighty. What crouds of poor 
people would he daily feed and eloth, if 
he thought that by this means he 
might obliquely bribe Heaven, to 
8 K 2 {mile 
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> {mile upon his deſires of we 
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to ſucceed his inceſſant: 
the world? He conſiders ne 


33. 
1 Tim. 


Loo theif approat heth neither- moth corrupteth. 
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Gabe Favour, | nor the e bf his Pl.grens.. 

paſt. Charity.” In afflicxion it is cheifly 

that a Good Man receives the uſe-mo- 

ny of what he has laid Out for God 

and the Poor; and upon this account 

4 little that a Righteods Man, hath is. 

better than the 71 8 5 ' of maay wicked — 

[ Becauſe | 'his_ inheritance {bal be fore. 

ver all not be aſhamed in the evil 5 37-16, 

time, 157 in the dajes of famine be ſhall Pl. Spy 

be ſatiefied,” St. Paul tells us, That 3 

Goalineſs i is pro 124 ble 40 All things, hv. ke, 

750 rumi a of. {7 Life that nom ig, and 27 
that w 2015 FA) Lo come. And A. greater Tim. 458. 

TE St. Pall, EU en Feſus Chrift himſelf 

has told üs that if we [cet jirſt theKjng- 

dom of God and his righteouſneſs, all theſe 1 = 88 

things ſhall be added to us, God Will 

by no means ſuffer his faithful ſervants, 

and who obey him chearfully, and 

with an HR pious heart, to loſe. 

their reward, either in this or in a fu 0 

ture world. 1 Solomons P. ia 

of wiſdom, ſhe declares that Riches 

and Honour are with her, yea durable 

Riches and Ri bteouſueſs. What is 

meant by Dy Job tells us, the 

fear of the Lord hat is Wiſdom ; and 

Solomon himſelf ſays, The fear of the Prov-g-10 
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134 That Pity and Charity, &c. 
Iod is che beginning of Wiſdom. 80 
5 that the Good Man has a fund of 
© wealth, muchlargerand morelaſting 
RE 1 than all the Miſers ſtore; even the re- 
ward of his Charity; and depoſited in 

- fafer hands, even in God Abmighty's, 
from whom no oppreſſion or violence 

or accident can wreſt it; but there it 

lies, to be delivered out upon occafi- 

on, to his uſe, and to be fully repaid, 

and enjoyed, in thoſe eternal mani. 

ons, that are prepared for the Pzpus 

and Compaſſionate; where an ſhall 

forever abound, and fear, and greif, 

and loſſes, and troubles, and musfor- 

tunes ſhall be no more for ever. 
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ME D. XXVIIL 
oo the Faith of Abrawm,. 


T Hat is FAIT H, but a Ga feli 
ance on the veraciry of God ? 
And what is the evidence of this faith, 
but: obediente to the commands and au- 1 
thority of God? We firſt believe that 
God 2 is what he declares himſelf, and 
wills what his Prophets a ffirm co e his 
will: And then We reduce this: hiſtori- 
Faith to practice, and take care eb 
ere as thoſe Who fo believe.” It is a 
N gallant Spirit chat can truſt God's pro- 
miſes, againſt the probabilities of conſe- 
and everits; that can follow 
the command of Heaven throꝰ all the 


* 
2 * 
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moſt ruggedl paths of obedience, and 
thro? che darkeſt $ogs of humane un- 
that being firſt well aſſured | 

— — promiſe; or ſuch 
the CEMENT ebe border pro 8 
I 4. 
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"Of rhe fab of — 8 


1 5555 or that command to the crooted th 
line of his Reaſon, but reduces and m 
ſubjects his Reaſon to that command e 
or promiſe, and lays the foundatioh det 
of his obedience in his awful reverence K 
for God their Author, and not in the th 


ſenſible demonſtration or likelihood M 4s 
of the :hing it's ſelf ;- that ruſhes bold- br 
ly thro all the fancied Paradoxes of 
Sence, and Sacrifices his own eyes, 
and the argumentation of his own 1m- 
perfect Reaſon, and the ſeeming con- 
nexion of Cauſes and Effects, to tlie 
believing and obeying God, tho? it be 
to walk upon the waves With Perer, 
or to ſeek a forreign inheritance with 
Abrabam. _ The Apoſtle to the Hebrews 
in his Eleventh Ghapter, that Golden 
Chronicle of Faith, takes part 
notice of Abraham, às an illuftrious in- 
ſtance of good conduct, with reſpect 
to the reſolutions of his pious truſt in 
t That Fo a Man of 3 and 
authority in his Country, of a large 
Eſtate, a es and noble Family, 
revered by all that knew him for his 
Virtue, and his profound Learning, 
ene with ſo oath eaſe, with ſofree 
0 unconcerpad A und, * 2 
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Tealows fo fußt 1 t 


Cbilaren for ever. This was the pro- 


on 55 « faith of a 


theſs advantages; and upon the com 
mand of God, forſake his domeſtick 
fortunes, the reſpect he had in CH- 
dee, the careſſes of. his numerous 
Kindred, the comforts of a ſetled tate, 


the good offices and applauſes of a 
large acquaintance, and the delightful 


breezes of his native air; to wander 
into a foreign Coun „Where he was 


a n to all about him, and had 


not as yet one foot of actual poſſeſion, 4 


where he might be liable to thou- 


ſand . «fronts and injuries; and looked 
upon as an intrader _ under all the 


t uſe to fire the 


Mob on ſuch occaſions. 


Let com- 


manded by God, he ſteered thiscourſe, 


not "knowing whether he "went, Further v2 
than that in going he obeyed. God had 3 
indeed promiſed him that he would Op 
male of him 4 great. Nation; that to his Gen: 12. 2. 
fedd he would give the Land, and it Gen. 12.7. 
ſhould throug out the Whole extent, 


of it be the inheritance of him and his dan, 5, 


miſe, and / ſuch an one as requiręd the 
ſtrong falth of an Abraham to rely up- 
on it; for at viſible liblihod was 
there that theſe things ſhould come 
en N | 3 
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Antiq. 
Jud. Ls. 
cap. 13. 


WY 


to paſs? He was then a ſtranger: 
newly arrived in that Country, and 
as yet had a reputation to raiſe, which 


" Of the faith of Ab, 


is no eaſie thing, nor to be done on 
a ſudden; He had an Intereſt zo g# 
with the people, (at leaſt in the com 


mon' methods of Policy ) and — : 


not .rationall pect to riſe in haſt, 


nor other —— chan by the gradual ad- 


vances of authority and repute; the 


ſeeds df which were yet to ſow, be- 
fore he could expect to reap the pro- 
ar crop of e and enten e 
But uppoſe it appeared an ea 
thing to have acquired the poſſeſſion _ 


of that Country, yet ſtill he had 0 Sow 
to inherit it; and make good the ſecond 
rt of the promiſe. The Age of 


nkind was very much ſunk, him- 


ſelf pretty far in years, ts, and Sarah bar- 
ren; yet this could not affright him. 


The ſame great Alam, that left is 
Country for his God, 
5 conſiderations of humane >likelihoods 
in this point too. God 
: Joſephus. Abram believed. And when God 


had performed it by the birth of J/zac, 


and the aged Parent had five and 
e yeats pech lu Jon _ | 
| miſe; 
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'coukd Wave all 


d and 
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miſe; His fiith wastryed with ano. 
ther inſtance, and he was ordered to 
Sacrifice his Son. The good Patri- 
arch, (however ſtrugling for a while 

in his own breaft with Love and Na- 
ture,) yet reſolved, that, 14 ſo 


long rraffed (5001 eee e ee. 
he would not now begin to flinch from 
Duty, and to diſobey him. He pre- 
pares all things with a Pons Silence, 
that nothing might hinder. his reſo- 
lutions of obedience; and had aſſured- 
ly bathed his hands in that blood, 
which ſhould have given life to a 
future race of Princes, and a nume- 
rous gallant Nation, if the ſame Gd, 
Who communded it, to try his Faith, 
had not retracted that order, to reward 
it. Doubtleſs Abraham could not but 
be more than a little ſurprized at ſu/ 
4 ſtrange command: But a Divine 
command it was, and in h he was 
ure he was not deceived, and there- 
fore he makes go heſitations or delays, 
but proceeds to execution the very 
best morning. He conſidered that 
God wel him this Son againſt hope, 
and Why not another ſince he was mn 
ure that God, who had promiſed 12 — = 
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HY Gen. 15.5. «multiply. his ſeed as the fas of Heat | 
5 could not and would not he: The pr S 
$ miſe he had from God, and to God he 
leaves the performance, Now was A. 
braham deceived. in all theſe golden | 
hopes, or was he not? No : God 
would. not ſuffer him to Joſe by truſt- 
ing bim. God ſaid his Seed ſhould 
| be multiplied, and it was ſo, By Ha- 
gar, he had Whmael* by Sarah Iſaac; 
| And fix more Sons by Chetura a ſecond. 
her. The firſt © theſe had twelve 
8 as Was promiſed; „ and ſettled 
Joſephus himſelf and ens in Nabathea, be- 
| . twixt Euphrates and the Red. ſea, and 
cap. 124 quickly took poſſeſſion of that Coun: 
Ys. and as quickly made it famous, 
by a numerous and powerful Line. 
Joſephus. Iſaac, t The promiſed. Seed, was Father, 
Lib. a. cap. to the. Idumæans, by Eon or Eſau, and , 
to the Sacred Race of Mal, by Jabob. 
The fix Sons of Chetarab fix d their 
Hem. 14b: Colony in Arabia the happy, and-fron | 
88 * them the Traglodites a are eſcendect 
See here, my Soul, the veracity ot 1 
_ gracious God, and. 'the reward bk . 
gSenerpus Faiſh. Abraham believed 
Jam. 2. 2j · God, and it was imputed to him fo Fi 
Sen. 1. lte. 8 See here the perfor- 
/ | 9 mance 
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mance. of all thoſe ;ſbining promiſes, i 
which rather ſtruck his Eyes: with ad- 
mitation, then his ſenſe with certain 


ty. A Son was promiſed ;, he believ- 


ed, and 


LE 


ad it: Cauaan Was given 


was told his line ſhould exceedingly 


multiply; and ſo it did, in many va- 
rious Climes and Nations. Had Abra. 
ham dicbalie ved God, he had ſunk per- 
haps in the common obſcurity of 
Mankind, and we had never known 


his name, nor diſtinguiſhed his deſ- 


cendents; or he might have gone 


chilaleſs to the Grave, and produced 


no other Iſſue than corruption, a 


mouldring carcaſs, and a dying memo- 
ry. Art thou not fired, Oh my Soul, 
with emulation of this Pious Hero? 
Does not his Faith excite thee, does 


Oh my Soul, reſolve for the future 


implicitly to follow God thro all extre- 
mities; to believe whatever he delivers, 


with an awful reverence, and to obey 


what he commands, with as fixed a 


reſolution. Demur not one moment 
upon his will, nor ſubject him to his 


. own creature Reaſon. Conſider Him as 


tt 


him, and bis ſeed poſleſſed it: He 
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not his example move thee ? Reſolve 
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perfect Truth and perfect Onmiſcience't 
Conſider Reaſon is always dim, and 
| _ often, very often miſtaken, IT 
God has promiſed eternal Life here- 
after ; confult not ſo much the iceties 
of that anſeen fate, but reſolye to be- 
lieve that ſuch a fare there is, and 
the means to attain it is by a holy 1475 N 
then reſolve firmly upon ſuch a h 
Life, and take it for granted that, 
Whatever windings and turnipgs there 
may be in the road, it ſhall at laſt aſſur- 
edly bring thee to that everlaſting hap- 
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4 Lmighty Lord of Heav'n and 
* {£57 .// 1.16 OSS, - 
Whoſe all commanding power 
To whatſoe're. Can Being claim, 12 
In Nature's curious frame; 
Where all we ſemn 
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Derivesits firſt Original from 'Thee . 
Thou Firſt and L things, 
Whence our dependent Effe ſprings. 


For all above, and all below. _» 
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The numerous objects of our eye, Ky 

This Lower World, that tow ring sky, 

And where the moſt unbounded OY E 
To Thee with reverence bow, 

Thou their Creator, their Preſerver Thou. 
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Ereat is thy Power, Almighty Lord, 
W uboſe efficacious word 1 
Could from a Chaos of confuſion draw Te 
5 | Order ſo Noble, ſo Divine, : 

Too hard for any hand but Thine, 
Who couldſt the jarring Atoms join. 

And rule them with a more harmonious Co 

h © | | 1 (Law, «ls 

'Tho now ſo ſweet a Fabric *tis, Wo 
A rude and ſhapeleſs Maſs To 
The World before Creation was; 0 

Earth, Air and Water undiſtinguiſh d lay; 1 
Ec And the dull Seeds of Fire, W] 
= As yet untaught t' aſpire, 
Slunk down, nor ſparkled yet into the 1 
Jm 
1 Ilnkhubere heat and cold together fought, 
3 And aduerſe Elements, enraged, 
n Each others mutual ruin ſougit, 
4 And in perpetual Wars engaged; 
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4 And ſpoke the greg ſeeds to Fog 


"ov earn; en 2 
(ceaſ 


3. 
When firſt thou promiſ ed to create 


So bright a form from ſo confus'd a ſtate, 


The Liſtening Angels pleaſed to hear 


Tit 1 thy great Fiat made the . — 


New Worlds ſhould thence appear, 2 


Yet wondring ſtood, 


T 0 think how thou wo ouldſt make thy pro- 


Cie good, 
When, lo, the great Creator ſpoks 
- In Thunder from his Throne, 


C ade and the work was . 


The ſhatter'd maſs in pieces broke ; 
Th' obſequious Atoms all diſperſe 
To various corners of the Univerſe, 
To each their proper poſt affign'd, 
As pleas d thy wiſe unerring mind; 
Wow in the mighty ſpace of Paſfive 


(Air, 
Without all inſtrumental aid, 


The weighty Globe's immenſe Founda- 


(tions lay'd, 


'Poigd with exact libration there. 


The ads too 3 G 
Div ided at thy great command : : = 
. Some ſtay below. 
of | To circle in the new form?d 
1 In their wide Channels With Bates 
1 ride, 
1 F Toro cheir e Tide ; 
= Ia whoſe unfathom'd ya Abyls, 
_ RES The avaritions Scourge of Av ty, SF 
3 2 Lie Pearly Mountains, Golde n Iſles, 
bo "from the Ait 5 ee pted 
b wrt e (Spoib: 
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= 1 The * pr. Pai e 
| Much nobler Seats, whencs cheymay 


(Diem. 
And ſmiling help tocauſ gut Shipwracks 


| ') "19: iy 140 YO TIC, 2 . $11 11082 W {Ml 
ö Ml wat? i” Nom, wog. with 'A 
RR 10 0289} vidou cos Whew, 
11. His droop ping Mantle wrings, 
And from his flaggy Wings"), 
| bed, Rain profuſel An. | 
62 121; 6914. ” USO 522104 JL 
er | Water, BD raging Element, Kg bt 
Once for the Rebel Worlds deſtruction, 51 
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15 re n 4 1 (hand, 
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Turo all tif u Ecberialf Regions. play d, 
And Clouc | black as N Ights dark- 
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SE 1 for ale was not there, 
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Such Was the dread confuſion an 
So loud the Waves inſulting roar, 
(While horr ia ſhapes, unknown before, 
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Who firſt divided Sea from Land, 
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